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                                         2. PREFACE 

 

This field report is submitted as a part of my B.Sc. Honours Anthropology Semester-6 

examination. 

The report was prepared after a 12 day’s ethnographic fieldwork in the semi-remote village of 

Bally 9 No. Sansad, Dhakshinpara, situated in the district of South 24 Parganas, West Bengal. 

The fieldwork was conducted between 20th March to 1st April, 2023. The first portion of the 

report deals with the Introductory chapter regarding different aspects of fieldworks, including 

the methodologies which were used. The chapter of Area, provides a historical background, 

maps, demography of the district of South 24 Parganas. In the report, both quantitative as well 

as qualitative data were gathered to draw a vivid conclusion of how the village life of our 

studied area actually looks like.  

The Case study method is used to collect different aspect of the village life ranging from 

childhood, adolosense, marriage, death, the data of both therefore male and female perspective 

are collected for identification of distinct nature of practices. A detailed case study on 

agriculture is also provided in the report for a clear understanding to the primary economy of 

the villagers. The chapter of economy deals with the general forms of economy which were 

identified during the study. The method of genealogy is also used as a tool of data collection 

and a proper genealogy chart has been drawn along with a proper diagram. House to House 

census was conducted using Structured-Interview method for collection of both quantitative 

and qualitative data. 

A Proper layout of the village is drawn and is also presented along with the report. A detailed 

chapter on material culture is present to understand the material aspect of the village life, along 

with proper hand drawn pictures. The data analysis is performed with graphical representation 

for a pictoral visualization of the gathered data. In the development chapter, the different kinds 

of facilities and schemes through which the villagers are helped with have been provided. 

In the end of the report one can find a conclusion, which summarises the report for a rapid 

walkthrough. 

 



                                     3. INTRODUCTION 

 

The word anthropology comes from two Greek works, Anthropos, meaning "human", and 

Logos, meaning "science of" studies it in a holistic manner. Anthropology is the study of 

humans, past and present. To understand the breadth and complexity of culture throughout 

human history. Anthropology draws on and constructs knowledge from the social and life 

sciences, as well as the humanities and natural sciences. The use of fieldwork has long been 

considered a mainstay of anthropological research. The term "fieldwork" is used to describe 

research in any branch of anthropology, from social and cultural anthropology to medical or 

biological anthropology. “Fieldwork” practices can be conducted in a variety of settings, 

including urban or virtual settings, small tribal communities, museums, libraries, cultural 

institutions, businesses, and primate sanctuaries. A scientific task that requires direct 

observation, recording, or documentation of what is seen or heard in a particular environment.  

3.1 IMPORTANCE OF FIELD WORK IN ANTHROPOLOGY: 

Anthropology is a field science and field research is an integral part of this field. Early 

anthropologists, especially classical evolutionists, did not collect scientific data through 

fieldwork. They relied on merchants, travelers, and missionaries for information about the 

strange customs of the savages, because of this, their data were based on secondary sources 

and their results were largely speculative. 

However, when anthropology was introduced as a separate teaching and research discipline in 

several European and American universities in the late 19th century, the importance of 

conducting empirical field research became mandatory. Initially, descriptive ethnographic 

works were filmed and brief monographs were written by early ethnographers. 

 Ethnographic fieldwork is research conducted by anthropologists on people living in different 

parts of the world. In general, attempts are made to collect basic ethnographic data on little-

known societies or sub-societies. Some ethnographic studies also consider some theoretical 

goals in addition to the descriptive nature of the research work. Fieldwork is never perfect. Due 

to the nature of fieldwork itself, it is prone to errors and oversights. Catabolism is a skill that 

requires extraordinary effort and can open up new perspectives without the limitations of 

cultural experiences and ways of thinking. Many serious problems arise in the first few days 

of fieldwork. First, there is the matter of the first impression you create in front of members of 



your society or sub-society during your first meeting. The problem is greatest in inaccessible 

tribal societies, where groups are small and strangers are seen as a potential threat. To get the 

right information about a village, you need to build strong relationships with the members of 

that village. Changing yourself to conform to social norms and rules can be difficult, but it can 

be the key to gaining the trust of a group of people. It becomes easier to get a job. Researchers 

sometimes experience "culture shock" and become confused when they realize that the people 

they are researching work within different cultural rules. Culture shock is usually temporary. 

Another important issue in fieldwork is that of ethics. This is about people's privacy or even 

people's security is compromised.  

 

 

3.1.1 The Following Quotes Demonstrate The Importance Of Fieldwork 

 "Living in the village with no other business but to follow native life, one sees the 

customs, ceremonies and transactions over and over again, one has examples of their 

beliefs as they are actually lived through, and the full body and blood of actual native 

life fills out soon the skeleton of abstract constructions. As to the actual method of 

observing and recording in fieldwork these imponderabilia of actual life and of typical 

behaviour the main endeavour must be to let facts speak for themselves." Bronislaw 

Malinowski Argonauts of the Western Pacific, 18, 20. 

 

 "Without the continued grounding in the empirical that scientific aspects of our tradition 

provide, our interpretive efforts may float off into literary criticism and into 

particularistic forms of history. Without the interpretive tradition, the scientific tradition 

that grounds us will never get off the ground." Roy Rappaport "Cultural Anthropology's 

Future Agenda", 76 . 

 

 

 

 

 



3.2 FIELD WORK TRADITION IN ANTHROPOLOGY 

Anthropological expeditions in America began with the work of Boas, who studied the 

Kwakiutl Indians and the Eskimos in Baffin Land and British Columbia. In England, Haddon 

of Cambridge initiated fieldwork shortly after, leading a group of scholars to conduct research 

in the Torres Straits region of the Pacific in 1898 and 1899. This expedition marked a turning 

point in the history of anthropology in Great Britain. From that point forward, two important 

developments began to take place: anthropology became a full-time professional study, and 

field experiences came to be regarded as an essential part of its students' training. 

Early professional field workers had many weaknesses. However, scholars who carried out this 

work might have been trained in other subjects and came to anthropology out of curiosity. For 

example, Maine, McLennan, Morgan, and others among the earlier anthropological writers 

were lawyers; Spencer was a philosopher, Tylor was a curator, and Pitt Rivers was a soldier. 

Additionally, the most eminent anthropologists of the early part of the present century were 

mostly natural scientists. Boas, who became a founding teacher of anthropology at Columbia 

University, USA, in 1896, was a scholar of physics and geography. Mallinowski was a scholar 

of physics, and Radcliffe Brown, though he had taken the moral sciences Tripos at Cambridge 

University, had also been trained in experimental psychology. These individuals became 

world-renowned scholars in anthropology by doing excellent work in the field. 

The most important of these scholars were Radcliffe Brown and Mallinowski. Radcliffe 

Brown, a student of Rivers and Haddon in Cambridge, went to study the Andaman Islanders 

from 1906 to 1908. This was the first attempt by a social anthropologist to investigate 

sociological theories in a primitive society and to describe the social life of the people in such 

a way as to bring out clearly what was significant in it for those theories. In this context, it may 

be pointed out that the fieldwork expedition of Radcliffe Brown was perhaps of greater 

importance in the history of fieldwork tradition in anthropology than the Torres Straits 

expedition carried out by Haddon. 

Mallinowski, who was influenced by the work of Hobhouse, Westermarc, and Seligman, 

carried out field research a step further. He was the first to live throughout his work in the 

center of native life. In these favorable circumstances, Mallinowski collected a bulk of data on 

the life of the natives and wrote several excellent monographs. He also developed his theory 

of functionalism and became the champion of the functional school of thought. 



Some of the British anthropologists and other scholars pursued this tradition of fieldwork and 

studied a number of tribes of Africa, producing first-hand monographs. Among these scholars, 

special mention may be made of Evans Pritchard's work on the Azande of the Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan and Nuer, Nadel's account of the Tallensy of the Gold Coast, Kuper's account of the 

Swazi, and Schapera's account of the Bechuana. 

In the United States, some anthropologists, who were mostly students of Franz Boas, created a 

healthy trend of fieldwork in anthropology. Among these scholars, special mention may be 

made of A.L. Kroeber, Clark, Wissler, R.H. Lowie, Ruth Benedict, Margaret Mead, and others 

who produced excellent analytical works based on intensive fieldwork carried out in different 

parts of the world. 

In India, when the teaching of anthropology at the postgraduate level was started in 1920, a 

curriculum for intensive fieldwork was also chalked out. Among those early Indian 

anthropologists who did pioneering fieldwork among different tribal societies of India, special 

mention may be made 

 

3.3 METHODS USED IN FIELD WORK 

The methods used in field work is categorized into two sections - Data collection and Data 

analysis. 

1. DATA COLLECTION: Under data collection, all those methods are included that are 

required for collecting first hand data from a particular society. The methods are as 

follows:  

(a) INTERVIEW METHOD: Interview techniques are informal, effective non-verbal and 

verbal conversations used for specific purposes and focused on specific planned content areas. 

Including collecting information about data provision. 

Interviews can be divided into two categories:  

(i) UNSTRUCTURED INTERVIEW 

In this style, the interviewer does not follow a pre-determined list of questions, and the 

respondent is asked to describe a specific experience while expressing his or her attitudes and 

opinions as they are, with little or no direction from the interviewer. Association is encouraged. 



(ii)  STRUCTURED INTERVIEW 

It is a highly regulated technique and a set of predefined questions. Therefore, this requires 

prior pilot studies. Face-to-face interviews then take the form of a schedule. It is often criticized 

for presenting topic choices that control the content of answers. To determine response length 

and prevent full disclosure of information. 

(b) OBSERVATION: The basis of observation rests on direct interactions between the observer 

and the subjects being seen. By looking at a few group members, an attempt is made to describe 

the behaviour, identify the attitudes, or learn more about the life of the group. 

Examining the entire group is what participant observation entails. Because the observer 

constantly participates to some level in the life and activities of the group, it is known as 

participant observation. There are two different sorts of participation, both of which tend to be 

more active. To be able to observe, the observer must either be initially outside the group and 

become involved with it, or he must be a member of the group initially and work to develop 

the qualities of an observer. 

(i)PARTICIPANT OBSERVERS: They are participants in the first place, but they are also 

observers. Some groups get interested in the group's life and take part in the activities in order 

to monitor collective behaviour in pieces. The intimacy and length of the participation might 

vary; sometimes the observer only momentarily and superficially participates in the group's 

existence, while other times the symbiosis is deep and lasting. 

(ii) OBSERVER PARTICIPANTS: They take note of their own group's social realities. The 

observer uses one of two major techniques: either he engages in introspection and organises 

social reality via the lens of his own consciousness, or he pays attention to his collegeus in his 

group and the institutions where he functions. 

(c) GENEALOGICAL METHOD: W.H.R. Rivers created the genealogical table approach 

while researching Malaysian civilization. The study of kinship, family, and marriage can 

benefit greatly from this approach. Consequently, this method has a lot of importance to the 

study of social structure. When using the genealogical table method, Ego is a crucial male or 

female informant who helps to establish the relationship. 

A brief pedigree of the informant is then taken. The simplest kinship names, such as father, 

mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, husband, and wife, are typically employed when adopting 

this strategy. The informant is questioned about the names of persons who are associated with 



him in this way. He is told that only biological relatives are to be listed. He is questioned about 

how he addresses others and how people address him, which leads to the development of 

kinship language. Kinship roles are frequently necessary in the examination of real examples. 

The informant is asked to describe an event in which he is or was directly or indirectly involved 

after the collection of his family history. He is asked to describe the events or his own roles in 

them. Similar to this method, the case is examined from the perspective of the genealogy, which 

serves as the foundation for the inquiry. Hence, the technique is known as "Genealogical 

Technique". This strategy focuses on studying real-world cases. 

(d) QUESTIONNARE METHOD: It is a technique that is frequently used to gather 

information, primarily in literate countries, especially when researching the effects of 

industrialization, urbanisation, etc. The informant fills out the form themselves. These might 

include pre-planned, concrete, and structured inquiries that are structured. They could have an 

open or closed end. It is possible to get a wide range of responses to a "Open" ended question. 

It enables the respondent to provide whatever kind of response—long or short—that he 

chooses. Closed-ended or "fixed-alternative" inquiries demand that the respondent select from 

a list of options. Before quantitative analysis is possible, the first demands a lot of work in the 

form of coding and content analysis. 

(e) SCHEDULE: In order to collect data in the field, a schedule is a crucial research 

methodology. Personal references, social attitudes, views, opinions, behaviour patterns, group 

practises and habits, and other information are collected using it. This could take the shape of 

different schedules, such as observation forms, document schedules, institutional survey forms, 

or schedules for interviewing. Using schedules calls for a fair understanding of regional cultural 

norms and social structures. 

By using participant observation and key informant interviews, the fieldwork must pinpoint 

potentially important questions. They can help with data cross-checking. Hence, preliminary 

fieldwork is essential since it enables the creation of an interview schedule according to local 

information and circumstances. 

(f) CASE STUDY: A case study is a method for investigating and evaluating the behaviour of 

a social unit, such as an individual, family, institution, group of people from a certain culture, 

or even an entire community. Its goal is to identify the elements that contribute to the complex 

behavioural patterns of the unit and the interaction between the unit and its environment. A 

unit's complete life cycle or a specific phase of it may be thoroughly studied through case 



studies, but always with the goal of determining the social unit's natural history and its links to 

the social forces and variables at play in its environment. In other words, through the case 

method, the social researcher attempts to see the variety of factors within a social unit as an 

integrated whole. 

(g) PHOTOGRAPHY: Photography is used as a method in field work. Through photography 

all the moments and important documents are captured. 

3.4 DATA ANALYSIS  

Inspection, cleaning, transformation, and modelling of data are all steps in the analysis 

process, which aims to unearth relevant information, offer hypotheses, and aid in 

decision-making. In several fields of business, science, and social science, data analysis 

has many features and methodologies, incorporating various techniques under a variety 

of titles. The data is analysed once it has been gathered. The data has been divided into 

four categories based on the pattern of analysis: 

 

3.4.1 QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS 

Quantitative methods presuppose an impartial observer who is compiling empirical data 

to describe an impartial world. Quantitative analysis seeks to deconstruct the 

phenomenon into distinct components that may be converted into numerical data, 

processed using statistical techniques, and represented in a variety of graphical 

interfaces. By identifying which pieces are outliers and which elements are common 

examples, this form of analysis has the advantage of enabling unique understandings of 

the "whole". In sociology and the social sciences, quantitative analysis is more 

prevalent and aims to mimic the objectivity of the hard sciences. In quantitative 

research, hard data collected by methods like surveys, polls, and censuses is of greater 

interest. The amount of people in a culture who are members of a particular organisation 

or the proportion of the population who speak the local language as opposed to those 

who are bilingual or solely speak a foreign language are all things that are of interest to 

the study. Often, a sizable random sample group is required for this strategy or 

investigation. 

 

 



3.4.2 QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS 

The variety of techniques and procedures known as qualitative data analysis (QDA) are 

used to convert the qualitative data that has been gathered into an explanation, 

understanding, or interpretation of the individuals and circumstances that we are 

researching. The foundation of QDA is typically an interpretative philosophy. Case 

studies and participant observation are more frequently used in qualitative analysis, 

which steers clear of statistical methodologies and is more frequently seen in the 

humanities and anthropology. The conversion of the subject under investigation into 

data points that may be represented graphically and statistically is less important in 

qualitative analysis. . They embrace an interpretive approach that accepts it as a given 

that many aspects cannot be precisely measured but nonetheless play a major part in 

how a given phenomenon work instead of emulating the ideal of scientific objectivity. 

Traditional sources and non-traditional sources will be used to categorise qualitative 

secondary data sources for the purposes of this entry. Traditional sources include 

qualitative data repositories that contain collections of interviews, transcripts, and other 

qualitative data. Some data sources that weren't initially created for research objectives 

are considered non-traditional sources. Traditional sources and non-traditional sources 

will be used to categorise qualitative secondary data sources for the purposes of this 

entry. Traditional sources include qualitative data repositories that contain collections 

of interviews, transcripts, and other qualitative data. Some data sources that weren't 

initially created for research objectives are considered non-traditional sources. 

Traditional sources and non-traditional sources will be used to categorise qualitative 

secondary data sources for the purposes of this entry. Traditional sources include 

qualitative data repositories that contain collections of interviews, transcripts, and other 

qualitative data. Some data sources that weren't initially created for research objectives 

are considered non-traditional sources. 

These two methods are not mutually exclusive, and both types of analysis are used in 

practically every study. 

 

PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS – It is defined as factual, first-hand accounts of the study 

written by a person who was part of the study. The methods vary on how researchers run an 

experiment or study, but it typically follows the scientific method. 



 

                        TOPIC                     METHOD 

1. Village profile and description 

 

  Observation, secondary data and interview. 

2. Religion and Village Market  Interview and Observation 

      3. Birth  Case Study 

      4. Childhood  Case Study 

      5. Adolescence  Case Study 

      6. Death  Case Study 

      7. Marriage  Case study 

      8.    Developmental activities  Observation and Secondary data 

      9. Health  Interview 

     10. Implements- Agriculture  Agriculture and Interview 

     11. House type  Observation 

     12. Dress  Observation 

     13. Ornaments  Observation 

     14. Household Utensils  and Traditional     

Weapons 

 Interview and Observation 

    15. Musical Instruments  Observation 

    16. Furniture and Electronic Gadgets Observation 

    17. Food Habit  Interview 

    18.   Genealogy Genealogy 

    19. Economy Case Study 

    20. Paddy Cultivation Case Study 

    21. Family and kinship Interview 

 

 

 

 

 



3.5 PREPARATION OF FIELD WORK 

 For the safety and well-being of the field team as well as to ensure a successful field 

sampling campaign, careful planning must be done prior to entering the field. It's critical 

to have a thorough awareness of the survey area before beginning any field work, 

including its terrain, climate, vegetation, accessibility, and security situation. 

 Compile all of the information that is already available regarding the area to be 

surveyed, such as maps (topographical, geological, soils, and/or vegetation), satellite 

pictures, old aerial photos, long-term weather station data, official statistics, census 

data, etc. 

 Before heading out into the field, load the GPS units with the coordinates of the 

sampling sites. Load regional maps into the device if you can to help with field 

navigation. 

 Do a thorough equipment check before leaving for the field 

 Mental and psychological preparation. 

 The materials, equipments and supplies that are needed for the field should be noted 

down in a list and should be taken properly. 

 

3.5.1 The Following Equipment And Supplies Are Recommended For Field 

Crews 

1. Cardboard 

2.  Pencil box 

3.  Scale (one large and one small) 

4. Measuring tape 

5. A copy for field notes 

6. A copy for field diary 

 

3.6 AIM OF FIELD WORK 

One of the most distinctive methods anthropologists use to examine how people live in society 

is fieldwork. The goal of fieldwork for a social anthropological is to have a thorough grasp of 

the setting in which social interactions and relationships take place. One goal of fieldwork in a 



previously unknown environment is to gain a thorough understanding and to incorporate as 

much insider perspective as feasible. When conducted in a more comfortable environment, it 

can inspire anthropologists—as well as the readers for whom they write—to view 

commonplace reality in fresh and unexpected ways. It offers a training session for students 

participating in fieldwork so they can learn how various fieldwork techniques are actually used 

in a natural environment. 

3.7 RESPONDENT SELECTION 

The choice of the right informant is crucial in the entire process of gathering data in the field. 

The right individual should be selected for a specific piece of information, and informants with 

experience in recent local events can offer reliable information. We shouldn't use children, the 

elderly, or those with mental or physical disabilities as our key informants since they might not 

provide accurate information about the village, may experience memory loss, or be difficult to 

manage and speak with. As a result, the informant's involvement is crucial throughout the entire 

fieldwork process. 

 

3.8 DURATION OF FIELD WORK 

The duration of our field work was of 12 days, from 20.03.2023 to 01.04.2023. 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                   4.  THE AREA 

 

4.1 District study 

 4.1.1 Historical background 

The nomenclature 24-Parganas has been in vogue since 15 July 1757 when Mir Jafar whom 

the East India Company had just established as Nawab of Bengal ceded to the Company 

the rights of 24 mahals. The treaty by which the cession is recorded says that "all the land 

lying to the south of Calcutta as far as Culpee, shall be under the Zemindari of the English 

Company and all the officers of this Zemindari shall be under their jurisdiction. The 

revenue to be paid by it (the company) in the same manner with other Zemindari". The 

Parwana notifying effect to the Treaty mentions the name of the 24 units of granted land. 

South 24 Parganas is, indeed, a complex district, stretching from the metropolitan Kolkata to 

the remote riverine villages upto the mouth of Bay of Bengal, Apart from its staggering size 

and population, the district administration has to contend with problems typical of metropolitan 

living in the urban area&mdashsuch as high population density and overload civic 

infrastructure&mdashand in complete contrast, in the rural area the lack of transport and 

communication facilities and weak delivery systems. 84% of the population lives in the rural 

areas, where development is taken care of by the panchayat bodies. The remaining 16% 

population is looked after by the Kolkata Municipal Corporation and seven municipalities. The 

scheduled caste comprises 39% of the total population and B.P.L. families constitute 37.21% 

of the population. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4.1.2 Geography 

Name of the 

district Latitude Longitude 

Name of 

district head 

quarters LatitudeLongitude

  North South East West       

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

South 24 

Parganas 22º33'45"N21º29'00"N89º04'50"E88º03'45"E         Alipore 22º32'N 88º02'E 

 

Monthly Rainfall in the district of South 24 Parganas 

(Millimetre) 

Month 

Normal Actual 

2017 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

January 11 2 - 21 6 - 

February 24 7 51 1 111 - 

March 31 4 13 15 4 88 

April 53 46 - 91 6 22 

May 123 180 148 64 164 34 

June 310 275 182 255 197 177 

July 387 370 296 815 398 560 

August 409 643 337 344 517 238 

September 340 297 291 209 209 205 

October 135 354 94 21 114 290 



Monthly Rainfall in the district of South 24 Parganas 

(Millimetre) 

November 42 - - 2 73 35 

December 11 - - 20 - 29 

Total 1876 2178 1412 1858 1799 1678 

                                Table taken from https://s24pgs.gov.in/at_a_glance 

 4.1.3 Demography 

Historical population 

Year Pop. ±% p.a. 

1901 1,051,060 —     

1911 1,192,223 +1.27% 

1921 1,270,191 +0.64% 

1931 1,382,264 +0.85% 

1941 1,714,176 +2.18% 

1951 2,087,414 +1.99% 

1961 2,729,269 +2.72% 

1971 3,663,788 +2.99% 

1981 4,388,102 +1.82% 

1991 5,715,030 +2.68% 

2001 6,906,689 +1.91% 



   

According to the 2011 census of India, South 24 Parganas district had a total population of 

8,161,961, roughly equal to the nation of Honduras or the US state of Virginia. This made in 

the 6th most populous district in India out of a total of 640. The district had a population density 

of 819 inhabitants per square kilometre (2,120/sq mi). Its population growth rate over the 

decade 2001–2011 was 18.05%. South 24 Parganas had a sex ratio of 949 females for every 

1000 males, and a literacy rate of 78.57%. 25.58% of the population lives in urban areas. 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes made up 24,64,032 (30.19%) and 96,976 (1.19%) of 

the population respectively. 

 

 

 4.1.4 Economy 

Agriculture, Industry and Pisciculture are all at their peak in the district. On the west side of 

the district is the Falta Special Economic Zone (SEZ), which houses various types of industry. 

In 2006, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj named South 24 Parganas one of the country's 250 

most backward districts (out of a total of 640). 

 4.1.5 Education 

South 24 Parganas district had a literacy rate of 77.51% as per the provisional figures of the 

census of India 2011. Alipore Sadar subdivision had a literacy rate of 81.14%, Baruipur 

subdivision 77.45%, Canning subdivision 70.98%, Diamond Harbour subdivision 76.26% and 

Kakdwip subdivision 82.04%. 

Given in the table below (data in numbers) is a comprehensive picture of the education scenario 

in South 24 Parganas district, with data for the year 2013–14. 
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0 
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                                    This table is taken from  https://s24pgs.gov.in/at_a_glance. 

 

 

 4.1.6 Healthcare 

Medical facilities :     
  

Hospitals, Health Centres etc. 2017 Number
260 

Sub-Centres 

2016-

17 Number
1072 

Family Welfare Centres 

2016-

17 Number
- 

Total beds 2017 Number
6833 

Beds per lakh of Population  (Census 

2011) 2017 Number
84 

                              Table taken from https://s24pgs.gov.in/at_a_glance 

 

 

 

 



 4.1.7 Flora and fauna 

In 1984 South 24 Parganas district became home to Sundarbans National Park, which has an 

area of 1,330 km2 (513.5 sq mi). It shares the park with North 24 Parganas district. It is also 

home to four wildlife sanctuaries: Haliday Island, Lothian Island, Narendrapur, and Sajnekhali. 

Sundarbans, formerly Sunderbunds, is a vast tract of forest and saltwater swamp forming the 

lower part of the Ganges Delta, extending about 160 miles (260 km) along the Bay of Bengal 

from the Hooghly River Estuary (India) to the Meghna River Estuary in Bangladesh. The whole 

tract reaches inland for 60–80 miles (100–130 km). 

A network of estuaries, tidal rivers, and creeks intersected by numerous channels, it encloses 

flat, marshy islands covered with dense forests. The name Sundarbans is perhaps derived from 

the term meaning "forest of sundari," a reference to the large mangrove tree that provides 

valuable fuel. Along the coast the forest passes into a mangrove swamp; the southern region, 

with numerous wild animals and crocodile-infested estuaries, is virtually uninhabited. It is one 

of the last preserves of the Bengal tiger and the site of a tiger preservation project. The 

cultivated northern area yields rice, sugarcane, timber, and betel nuts. 

The region is also famous for some commonly domesticated livestock breeds which includes 

the Garole breed of sheep and Chinae hans or Muscuovy ducks, the Garole sheep is considered 

as the progenator of the Booroola merino sheep and is noted for its prolific character. However, 

the wool of the sheep which can be a valuable natural asset does not find any use among the 

natives. Bakkhali beach resort located on one of the islands jutting out into the Bay of Bengal 

is gaining in popularity, with improvements in transport links with Kolkata.The woodlands and 

swamps of Sundarbans provide habitat to a number of species. Sundarbans is the homeland for 

Bengal Tiger, one of the most sought creatures around. The locality has a site for the 

preservation of tigers which is quite frequently visited by tourists and environmentalists. The 

estuaries in the region are infested with crocodiles. The area has been declared as world heritage 

site by the UNESCO. Boat tours are provided at many places in the region. 

 

 

          



                                       4.2 MAPS 

 

                     

                     Map of West Bengal showing the location of South 24 parganas 

 

 



 

                                       Map of South 24 Parganas 

 

 

 

                



                 5. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE 

 

5.1 Name of the village 

The name of the village in which we were performing our field work is ‘Bally 9 No. Sansad, 

Dhakshinpara’ 

Geographical boundary 

The land marked boundary, as described to us by the villagers are directed towards the four 

directions, viz north, south, east and west. 

 North-  Narayan toli canal 

 South- Gomti river 

 East- River Lagoons 

 West- Switch gate 

 

5.2 History of the village 

The bally 9 No. sansad dhakshinpara is located in the Gosaba block, West Bengal, India. The 

village area was predominantly covered with dense forest, when there were no settelements 

found. As per the information obtained from the villagers, the complete area was under the 

zamindar ‘Bireshwar Mridha’. The then zamindar had started two pujas during his time which 

were a Hari Pujo and a Kali Pujo. The Hari Pujo is celebrated during the ‘baisakh’ month (15 

april-15 may). The ‘kali pujo’ is celebrated during the month of march. According to the 

villagers, the main purpose for which the zamindar had started the pujas was, to protect the 

forest land. In the local term the puja are known as ‘Jungle Avadh Puja’. Till now the villagers 

perform the pujas as per the guidelines and instructions as decided by the ‘Bireshwar Mridha’. 

On asking about if any previous name of the village existed or not they said that from there 

ansestors they have heard the same name that’s the current name. 

 

 



5.3 Flora 

The term flora in Latin means “Goddess of the Flower.” Flora is a collective term for a group 

of plant life found in a particular region. The whole plant kingdom is represented by this name. 

Flora is classified and differentiated based on many factors. The best one among them is the 

area in which they grow or are found. Some grow in desert regions or in water, some are found 

in hilly areas while some are endemic to a specific geographic location. 

In case of flora in the region of our fieldwork, we have found two types, of categories therefore, 

‘wild’ and ‘domisticated’. 

The following table shows the distribution of flora in the area:- 

 

English name 

 

Local name Scientific name Variety 

Sundari tree Sundari Heritiera  

fomes 

Wild 

 

Gewa tree Gewa Excoecaria 

agallocha 

Wild 

Keora tree Keora Sonneratia  

apetala 

Wild 

Goran tree Goran Ceriops  

decandra 

Wild 

Golpata Tree Golpata Nypa  

fruticanas 

Wild 

 

Snake gourd Dhudhul Trichosanthes 

cucumerina 

Wild 

Mango Tree Aam gach Mangifera  Domesticated 



indica 

Holy basil plant Tulsi gach Ocimum  

tenuiflorum 

Domesticated 

Indian jujube plant Kul gach Ziziphus  

mauritiana 

Domesticated 

Java Plum 

Plant 

Jaam gach Syzygium  

cumini 

Domesticated 

Jackfruit 

Plant 

Kathal gach Artocarpus 

heterophyllus 

Domesticated 

Tamarind 

Plant 

Tetul gach  Tamarindus  

indica 

Domesticated 

Banana plant Kola gach Musaceae 

 Banana  

Domesticated 

Paddy plant Dhan gach Oryza  

sativa 

Domesticated 

Cucumber Plant Sosha gach Cucumis  

sativus 

Domesticated 

Eggplant (Brinjal) Begun gach Solanum  

melongena 

Domesticated 

Onion plant Piyanj gach Allium  

cepa 

Domesticated 

Myrobalan Plant Horitoki gach Terminalia  

chebula 

Domesticated 

 



5.4 Faunna 

Fauna represents the animal life indigenous to a region. There are many explanations regarding 

the origin of the word. As per Roman mythology, Fauna or “Faunus” is the name of the goddess 

of fertility. Another source is “Fauns” which means “Forest spirits.“ 

In case of faunna in the region of our fieldwork, we have found two types, of categories 

therefore, ‘wild’ and ‘domisticated’. 

The following table shows the distribution of faunna in the area:- 

English name Local name Scientific name Variety 

Tiger Bagh  Panthera  

tigris 

Wild 

Crocodile Kumir Crocodylidae Wild 

Snake Saap Serpentes Wild 

True crabs 

Animal 

Kakra Brachyura Wild 

Fishing cat 

Animal 

Fish 

 

 

Goat Animal 

Bham biral 

 

Mach 

 

 

Chagol 

Prionailurus 

viverrinus 

Vertebrata 

(subphylum) 

 

Capra aegagrus 

hircus 

Wild 

 

Wild 

 

 

Domesticated 

Cow Goru  Bos taurus Domesticated 

Chicken 

Birds 

Murgi Gallus gallus 

domesticus 

Domesticated 

Duck Hansh Anatidae Domesticated 



Birds 

Dogs Kukur Canis lupus 

familiaris 

Domesticated 

 

 

5.5 Communication 

In a broader way we can classify the communications into two categories, therefore the physical 

communication and cultural communication.  

In case of the physical communication the villagers can avail the ferry service from the 

‘Birajmoni ferry ghat’, which is the only ferry ghat of the Bally island, to reach Godhkhali. 

The nearest railway station is canning, which can be reched by taking a bus or shuttel van from 

Godhkhali, from canning the villagers can reach stations like ‘Sonarpur’, ‘Sealdah’ and so on. 

The villagers if needed to travel to other near by island, can avail ferry from the ‘birajmoni 

ferry ghat’. The bally Island is a land lock area, hence the villagers mainly avail transport 

systems like cycle, bike, auto and toto for moving among the village. 

In case of cultural communication, there are two types of available options, which are print 

media and electronic media.  

The print media, generally inculdes the newspapers, magazines, books, etc. in case of 

newspaper, no newspaper is available in the village, but few newspapers are available in the 

ballybazar, which are mainly bengali language newspapers. 

The electronic media, generally includes the Tv, radio, phones, internet connectivity. In case 

of the area of our study, few houses have T.v connection, predominantly smart phones with 

internet access is found in the village, in some houses usage of radio is still evident its now 

mainly used by the fishermen community to entertain themselves during fishing in the river 

and to know about the weather. 

 

5.6 Economy 

Economies are often molded by the location and cultures of which they are apart. This explains 

why distinct regional economies develop to serve the unique needs of people.  



The primary economy of the  area of our fieldwork, that is Bally 9. No sansad dhakshinpara, is 

predominantly agriculture and fishing. In the region, we can find owner cultivators, share 

croppers, agricultural labourers. Apart from from fishing and agriculture, some families are 

invloved into business, like some of them own small grocery shops infront of their houses and 

some own boats for tourism purpose, few persons in the village have aslo opened few resorts 

and home stays keeping in mind the booming tourism sector in the area. We have also found 

that honey collection, collection of minor forest produce are another few possible economic 

pursuits of the area. Some people are aslo involved into service sectors, therefore they either 

work in govt. offices or works in the resorts and home stays. 

 

5.7 Water body 

The natural water body, in the area of our study is the ‘Gomoti river’, which flows just adjacent 

to the village settelment. The other water bodies, includes the ponds, which are almost present 

in every house of the village, which serves the need of washing, bathing and practicing of 

fishery. The tube wells are present beside the road in almost 500m distace to serve the need of 

drinking water. House to house water supply is still not present in the village though the pipe 

lines have been layed. 

5.8 Irrigation system 

Irrigation system is not seen in the village, hence the crops which are grown in the village are 

rain dependend. A canal ‘narayan toli canal’ is found in the village which intakes water from 

the river lagoons during high tide. In case of very dry season, ‘tulu pump’ is used to pump up 

water from the ponds and the river lagoons. 

 

5.9 Electrification 

The electric connection in the village has been installed 2-2.5 years back. The electric current 

fluctuation is, also evident in the village and during heavy rainfall, load shedding occurs upto 

2 to 3 days. Every house hold now has been provided with an electric meter, under the 

WBSEDCL. 

 



5.10 Drainage and sanitation pattern 

No man made drain is present in the village, no drains are seen in the houses also. The extra 

excessive waste household water gets collected in the pond from where it goes onto the fields. 

The extra water from the cooking and others are thrown directly onto the vacant places. All the 

houses have latrin in their home, some of the houses have latrin provided under the 

govertmental scheme and some houses have latrin which are personally made. There are also 

septic tanks which are made just beside the latrin. 

5.11 Health facility 

A primary health facility centre is located in the bally bazar area, the villagers when in need of 

emergency treatment, goes to the primary health centre and if the problem is not solvable in 

the health centre then they go to the government hospital is located in the Gosaba. No as such 

ambulance facility is present in the village, in case of emergency, they researve a boat to go to 

the nearest island and for going to the primary health centre, they are dependent on the four 

wheeler and totos. For availing better treatment, the villagers visit the private nursing homes, 

present in the ‘basanti’ and ‘Canning’. In the village, we have also found some traditional belief 

system, in cases of treatment of a snake bite, most of the population, rather than going to the 

primary health centre goes to an ‘Ojha’, and according to them it works brilliantly for them. 

One such name of an ‘ojha’ is Sarbeswar Mridha. In case of extreme trauma or fear, they are 

mostly dependent on ‘Jhaar phoonk’. 

5.12 Educational centre 

In the village of our study, there are two schools which are present, among them there is one 

primary and one high school. The name of the primary school is ‘Purba satyanarayanpur 

primary school’, which is upto class 4 (1-4), a total of 58 students are present in the school, 

among which there are 30 male and 28 female students. There are two male and one female 

teacher in the school. The name of the TIC (teacher in charge) of the school is ‘Kartick chandra 

Shaoo’. The name of the high school in the village is ‘Asit baran high school’ which is upto 

class 10. A total of 145 students are present in the school out of which 81 girls and 64 boys. 

The school have five permanent teachers and two para teachers and one non teaching staff. The 

school had 14 MP (Madhyamik candidate) in the year 2023, and had 21 MP candidate for the 

year 2024. The nearest college from the village is located in the ‘Pathankhali’, name of the 

college is ‘Hazidashrath college’. 



An ICDS center is also present in the village, located just behind the primary school of the 

village. The number of the ICDS center is 122, which was established in the year 1989. As per 

the information provided to us by the working staff currently there is 1 pregnant women, 5 

lactating women who are served in the center. In total there are 31 students in the center with 

the age group of 2 to 6 years. The name of the incharge is Smt. Sita Tarapdas Mondal and the 

name of the helper is Gita Mondal. In an alternate way, allthrough the week (6 days) they 

provide the following menu.  

Monday: Rice & boiled egg. Smashed potato is also provided to the pregnant women. 

Tuesday: Hotch potch (khichuri), boiled egg(half) and full egg for pregnant women. 

And in an alternate way the menu continues till Saturday. 

 

5.13 Cremation ground 

The cremation ground of the village is present near the ‘rother mela’ area. The dead bodies are 

burnt over woods, as no electric chulli is present in the cremation ground. Some of the houses 

also have personal cremation ground. 

 

5.14 Tourism 

In case of tourism, it’s booming in the area of our study, it has become a place of interest for 

the foreigners also in the recent times. A government jungle nature camp with all modern 

facility is present in the region, a youth hostel with a large campus is also available for the 

tourists. In recent times, new home stays are being opened by the locals one such homestay is 

‘bonobibi homestay’. Hence the tourism in the area, is helping the locals to boost their economy 

and add a new dimension to their existing mode of income. The peak season when most of the 

tourists visits the place is from December to January.  

5.15 Village Market 

The village market, also known as the Bally Bazaar spans approximately 1 km and offers 

various shops selling items such as clothes, groceries, stationery, electronics and medicines. 

The bazaar also had shops selling plants. Additionally, it features food stalls serving fries, tea 



and other refreshments. The marketplace also includes Haat every Tuesday and Friday, where 

local producers and buyers gather. Haat is an open-air market that serves as trading venue for 

local people. The bazaar has a separate place dedicated for selling fish. The villagers who are 

associated with fishing as their subsistence pattern, sell fishes in that market. Not only fish but 

those who performs cultivation, also sell their products in this market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 



                                         6.   DEMOGRAPHY STUDY 

 

Demography is the statistical study of human populations. Demography examines the size, 

structure, and movements of populations over space and time. It uses methods from history, 

economics, anthropology, sociology, and other fields. Demography is useful for governments 

and private businesses as a means of analyzing and predicting social, cultural, and economic 

trends related to population. While basic demographic studies, such as censuses, were 

conducted in the ancient world as far back as 6,000 years ago, demographers as we know them, 

such as John Graunt from the United Kingdom, came about in the 16th century. The earliest 

statistical studies were concerned mostly with mortality (how many people died and at what 

age). Through studying baptism and burial records, Graunt could estimate the number of men 

of military age, and the number of women of childbearing age. His study represents one of the 

earliest statistical examinations of the population of a region. Demographic studies were often 

carried out by early insurance agents to determine life insurance rates. 

While conducting our study in the Bally Village, the data on the following dimensions of 

human population were taken through Census method of data collection. 

1. Distribution of population of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of age 

& sex. 

2. Distribution of families of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of no. Of 

members 

3. Distribution of population of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of 

secondary occupation 

4. Distribution of population of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of 

primary occupation 

5. Distribution of population of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of 

educational qualification 

6. Distribution of population of village bally 9 no. Sansad dakshinpara on the basis of 

marital status 

 



                                                 6.1 THE PEOPLE 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. SANSAD 

DAKSHINPARA ON THE BASIS OF AGE & SEX 

AGE 

GROUP 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

NO. PERCENTAGE NO. PERCENTAGE NO. PERCENTAGE 

0-5 3 1.60 12 6.15 15 3.92 

5--10 10 5.34, 12 6.15 22 5.75 

10--15 17 9.09 11 5.64, 28 7.32 

15-20 12 6.41 23 11.79 35 9.16 

20-25 13 6.95 19 9.74 32 8.37 

25-30 16 8.55 18 9.23 34 8.90 

30-35 16 8.55 20 10.25 36 9.42 

35-40 15 8.02 18 9.23 33 8.63 

40-45 19 10.16 6 3.07 25 6.54 

45-50 8 4.27 10 5.12 18 4.71 

50-55 9 4.81 15 7.69 24 6.28 

55-60 12 6.41 7 3.58 19 4.97 

60-65 15 8.02 10 5.12 25 6.54 

65-70 9 4.81 3 1.53 12 3.14 

70-75 3 1.60 4 2.05 7 1.83 

75-80 3 1.60 2 1.02 5 1.30 

80+ 7 3.74 5 2.56 12 3.14 

TOTAL 187 48.952 195 51.047 382   
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6.1.1 The Graphs For The Above Table 
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6.1.2 Data Interpretation For Age and Sex 

From the above table and graphs, we can clearly figure out the following outputs 

 Total number of individual in the area of our study is 382, including male and females 

of all age groups. Out of which total number of male is 187 and female are 195. 

 

 In the area of our study the highest percentage of male belongs to the age group of 40-

45 (10.16%). 

 

 In the area of our study the highest percentage of female belongs to the age group of 

15-20 (11.79%). 

 

 In the area of our study the highest percentage of people (male and female) belongs to 

the age group of 30-35 (9.42%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.2 

 

6.2.1 The Graphs for The Above Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. SANSAD 
DAKSHINPARA ON THE BASIS OF NO. OF MEMBERS 

    

NO.OF MEMBERS NO. OF FAMILIES 
% 

    
        
    1--4 61 64.211     
    5--7 34 35.789     

    7+ 0 0     

    TOTAL 95       
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6.2.2 Data Interpretation For Family Size 

From the above table and graph, we can clearly figure out the following outputs. 

 There are a total of 95 families in the area of our study. 

 

 The range of number of member’s in the family, ranges from (1-4), (5-7) and 7+. It is 

seen that, out of 95 families, 61 families have members, ranging from 1-4 and 34 

families have members ranging 5-7, no families have been found with 7+ members. 

 

 64.21% of the families, have members ranging between 1-4. 

 

 35.79% of the families have members ranging between 5-7. 

 

 Therefore, the majority of the families have members ranging between 1-4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.3 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. 
SANSAD DAKSHINPARA  

ON THE BASIS OF MARITAL STATUS 



  

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

NO
PERCENTAGE

0-5
3

(4.61) (100)
12

(21.42) (100)
5--10

10
(15.38) (100)

12
(21.42) (100)

10--15
17

(26.15) (100)
11

(19.64) (100)
15-20

12
(18.46) (100)

19
(1.78) (5.26)

4
(3.41) (17.39)

20-25
10

(15.38) (76.92)
1

3
(2.56) (23.07)

18
(15.38) ( 94.73)

25-30
7

(10.76) (43.75)
9

(7.69) (56.25)
17

(14.52) ( 94.44)
1

(4.76) (5.55)
30-35

4
(61.5) (25)

12
(10.25) (75)

17
(14.52) (85)

2
(9.52) (10)

1
(100) (5)

35-40
1

(1.53) (6.66)
1

(1.78) (5.55)
14

(11.96) (93.33)
15

(12.82) (83.33)
2

(9.52) (11.11)
40-45

19
(16.23) (100)

5
(4.27) (83.33)

1
(4.76) (16.66)

45-50
8

(6.83) (100)
9

(7.69) (90)
1

(4.76) (10)
50-55

9
(7.69) (100)

13
(11.11) (86.66)

2
(9.52) (13.33)

55-60
1

(1.53) (8.33)
10

(8.54) (8.33)
5

(4.27) (71.42)
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6.3.1 Graph For The Above Table of Marital Status 

 

 

6.3.2 Data Interpretation of Marital status 

From the data and the graphs, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 There are a total of 65 Male and 56 Female Unmarried People in the area of our study. 
 

 An equal number of married People (both Male and Female) are present in the area of 
our study in the village, which is 117. 
 

 In the area of our study, there are 5 Widower and 21 Widow. 
 

 No case of Divorce is found in case of Male and only 1 Female Divorced case is 
found. 
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6.4 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. 
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ON THE BASIS OF EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION 
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6.4.1 Graph For The Above Table Of Education Qualification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.4.2 Data Interpretation for Educational Qualification 

 

From the data and the graphs, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 In the area of our study, it’s evident from represented data that there are 24 Males and 
44 Females, who Can’t Sign. It shows that Females are more in number as compared 
to Males. 
 

 An equal number of Males and Females are able to Sign Only in the area of our study, 
which is 44. 
 

 Primary Education is availed by 76 Males and 69 females, in the area of our study. 
 

 Secondary Education is availed by 23 Males and 20 Females. 
 

 Higher Secondary Education has been availed by 7 Males and 14 Females. 
 

 Graduation and Above has been availed by 13 Males and 4 Females. 
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6.5 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. 

SANSAD DAKSHINPARA  

ON THE BASIS OF PRIMARY OCCUPATION 
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6.5.1 Graphs For Primary Occupation Of The People 
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6.5.1 Data Interpretation For Primary Occupation 

From the data and the graphs, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 There are 42 Male owner cultivator and 1 Female owner cultivator. 

 

 There are 6 Male share cropper and 2 Female share cropper. 

 

 In the area of our study, there are 21 Male and 2 Female 

Agricultural Labourers. 

 

 In the area of our study it’s evident that there are 22 Males and 3 Female Daily 

Labourers 

 

 In the study area, there are 9 Males and 2 Females, who are involved into service 

sector. 

 

 There are 12 males and 2 females involved into Fishing occupation. 

 

 There are 23 Males and 4 Females involved into Business occupation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.6 DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION OF VILLAGE BALLY 9 NO. 
SANSAD DAKSHINPARA  

ON THE BASIS OF SECONDARY OCCUPATION 
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6.6.1 Graphs For Secondary Occupations 

 

 

6.6.2 Data Interpretation For Secondary Occupation 

From the data and the graphs, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 There are 9 Males and 2 Females, who are involved into Animal rearing. 
 

 In the area of our study, there are 8 Males and 4 Females, involved into Kitchen 
garden. 
 

 There are 7 Males and 2 Females involved into Agricultural Labourers. 
 

 In the area of our study, there are 4 Males involved into Boat and Tourism Industry. 
No Females are seen in this occupation. 
 

 There are 12 Male and 7 Female Daily Labourers in the area of our study. 
 

 There are 7 Males involved in Fishing and no Females. 
 

 3 Males and 1 Female are involved into Business activity. 
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7.  DIFFERENT ASPECT OF SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

 

7.1 Structure Of The Family 

In the village predominantly, neuclear family is seen all throughout, therefore the family 

member includes father, mother living along with there children. In some cases, extented 

families are also seen, which means the son is living with his father, mother,wife and children. 

We have not find any joint family in the village. 

7.2 Family Type According To Marriage Pattern 

The marriage pattern which is predominantly evident all through the village is monogamous 

type of marriage. Therefore marrying with one partner at a time. No cases of polygamous 

marriage are seen. Hence, predominantly, monogamous family pattern is seen all throughout 

the village.  

7.3 Decendence Pattern 

The line of decendence that is followed predominantly in the village of our study is patrilineal. 

Its evident from the fact that the property is inherited through male line, therefore after the 

death of the father his children inherits the property. When any ritual or puja occurs any male 

member of the family plays the lead role. After the marriage the wife has to come and stay in 

the house of her husband. Hence from all this its evident that the decendence pattern followed  

in the village is patrilineal in nature. 

7.4 Residency 

All the families in the village have patrilocal type of residency, which means after the marriage 

the wife needs to stay at her husband’s house, known as in-laws house for the rest of her life. 

 

 

 

 

 



7.5 Role Of The Family Members 

 7.5.1 Division of labour among the family members on the basis of age & 

sex 

The oldest person in the family, generally do not get involved in any rigorous activity, such as 

agriculture or fishing. The elder female members, usually helps the daughter in laws in kitchen 

activities and spends most of the time in the house performing small household activities. The 

elder male members of the family, generally spends there time in house and goes to the bazar 

some times to bring necessary items for the house hold. 

The middle aged men generally are involved into activities like agriculture, visits the ration 

shops, they are also involved into fishing therefore they are members from whose income the 

family generally runs. They perform the rigorous activities in a family. The middle aged 

women, generally performs family and other household activities, like cooking, looking aftert 

the cattles, cleaning of the house, and taking care of the aged parents. They some times 

accompany their husbands in fishing or agriculture.  

The young individuals, both boys and girls, are mostly involved into studies and they goes to 

school and then to tutions. In the evening time, they go out to play in the ground, in the spare 

time they some times watch cartoons on youtube in smart phones. Even if they are not directly 

involved into family works, but young girls often helps their mothers in kitchen activities and 

helps to bring water from the tube wells and ponds. Again young boys sometimes accompany 

their father and mothers to their economic pursuits. 

7.6 Dominance Pattern In The Family 

Mostly the male members or individuals of the family are dominant, its evident as any 

invitation that comes to the family comes generally in the name of the male individual. More 

over during any decision making the decision of the elder male is final. The family, generally 

runs in the income of a male member. Hence from all this we can clearly say that the dominance 

pattern in the family is male oriented. 

7.7 Division Of Property 

In the village its generally evident that the property inherited from the ancestors are equally 

distributed among the next generation males. Therefore if two sons are present both of them 



will receive the equal division of the property. If no sons are present then the property is 

distributed among the girls and later on to her husband. 

7.8 Who Plays The Main Role In Family Rituals 

The main role in case of any family rituals is played by the main members of the family. 

Therefore the puja is conducted in their name. Generally the main member is the middle aged 

male individual of the family, who is dominant in terms of his decision making in the family. 

 

7.9 Gotro 

Predominantly it is found that in the village the marriage occurs among the same clan. Hence 

we can say that endogamous marriage is seen predominantly among the village. Now days, the 

young individuals sometimes choose their own partner by their own choice, hence all the time 

the clans may not be the same , hence few families are now supporting the exogamous type of 

marriage in the village. The following are the clans which we have mainly found in the village, 

‘Aliman’, ‘Kashyap’ , ‘Bharadwaj’. 

7.10 Caste 

In this village, predominantly its found that the marriage occurs among the same caste. Hence 

we can say that endogamy is seen predominantly among the village families. Now days, young 

individuals sometimes choose their own partern hence every time its not been possible to marry 

withing the same caste now days, so now days few families are supporting the exogamy in the 

village.The predominant caste, which is found in the village is ‘Poundrakshatriya’. 

7.11 Kinship 

The type of kinship terminology that is seen in the village is descriptive type. In the village 

families, its seen that the individuals address their kins by their term of reference. Here are 

some of the common names with term of address and term of reference. 

 

 

 

 



Kin 

 

Term of address Term of reference 

Father Baba Baba 

Mother Ma Ma 

Grandfather Thakurda/dadu Thakurda/dadu 

Grandmother Thakuma/dida Thakuma/dida 

Paternal uncle Jethu/kaku Jetha mosai/ kaka 

Maternal uncle Mama/mesomosai Mama/meso 

Paternal aunt Kakima/jethima/pisima Kakima/jethima/pisima 

Maternal aunt Masi/mami Masi 

Brother Bhai/dada Dada/bhai 

Sister Bon/didi Bon/didi 

 

                                   

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                            8. GENEALOGY STUDY 

 

The genealogical method was invented by W.H. R. Rivers (1864—1922) during the Torres 

Straits Expedition of 1898-99. He described it most fully in, Notes and Queries on 

Anthropology (1912), after which it became standard procedure in social anthropology. Its 

primary purpose, as Rivers saw it, was to improve the analysis of social organization, i.e. the 

concrete actuality of interpersonal relations and living arrangements. The method required 

extensive interviewing of named individuals in order to: (1) collect vital statistics among a non-

literate population, and (2) record their pedigrees, which reflected rights and responsibilities 

relating primarily to descent, succession, and inheritance. 

The method was used, along with censuses and settlement plans, in field research for classical 

monographs on the Todas (Rivers), Tallensi (Meyer Fortes), Tikopia (Raymond Firth), 

Ndembu (Victor Turner) and Sinhalas (Edmund Leach) among others. Robin Fox added a 

further dimension to the method by showing that, because a genealogy is a cultural form, care 

has to be taken that names are elicited in accordance with local practice. Fox’s Irish islanders 

began not with a named individual (an ego) but with ancestors.Anthony Good (1984) added 

further procedural refinements to ensure that no patrilineal bias affects the use of the 

genealogical method. 

The value of the genealogical method extends beyond the specialized realm of kinship studies 

yet it has been neglected by anthropologists who do not work in kin-structured societies. Thus 

it provided the foundation of a kind of structural demography in anthropology as advocated by 

Levi-Strauss. This aims at a mathematical expression of the relationship between the 

functioning and durability of social structure and the actual size of population. It is based on 

accumulation of individualized demographic and social data and the charting of pedigrees, 

mapping residences and household surveys. 

 

The following page has a table, having details about the family of Monoronjon Biswas, from 

whom the genealogy data was taken. 

 

 



 



                                          8.1 GENEALOGY DIAGRAM               

 

 

                                Genealogy of Monoronjon Mondal’s Family 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                               8.2 Analysis Of Genealogy 

 

Name of the Ego- Monoronjon Mondal 

Number of generation- 4 (Four) 

Total Number of Individual- 19 (Nineteen) 

The genealogy study was conducted in the house of Monoronjon Mondal. A total of four 

generations were taken into consideration while conducting the genealogy study, comprising 

of total nineteen individual. The Ego, therefore Monoronjon Mondal, was not able to inform 

us about his family in a vivid way, for example he was not able to provide information about 

his elder and younger brother’s children. Which indeed indicates that the kinship bonding 

among the family is not that much strong. 



                                      9. Festivals Of The Village 

 

A festival represents a remarkable occasion that is celebrated by a community with main 
focus 

on particular aspects of that community, religious beliefs, or cultural traditions. Moreover, 

festivals also provide entertainment, which was especially significant to local communities 

prior to the availability of mass-produced forms of entertainment. Cultural or ethnic festivals 

additionaly aim to educate community members about their heritage, with elders sharing 

stories and experiences to foster unity among families. Individual attending festivals are often 

driven by a desire for socialization as participating in these events has been viewed as a way 
to 

create a sense of geographical connection, belongingness, and flexibility. 

Below is an extensive compilation of the festivals observed in the village of Bally Sansad 

No9 Dakshinpara, encompassing specific information regarding their communal or familial 

nature, the specific deity venerated, the objective behind the worship as well as the offerings 

made during these religious practices. The months mentioned in the lists are aligned with 

Bengali Calander. Their corresponding English months are provided for clarity and 

convenience. 

• April-May – Boishak 

• May-June – Joishtho 

• June-July – Ashadh 

• July-August – Shrabon 

• August-September – Bhadro 

• September- October – Asin 

• October- November – Kartick 

• November-December – Aghrayan 

• December-January – Posh 

• January-February -Magh 

• February- March- Faal goon 

 



Name Categor

y 

 

Time Deity Partici

pant 

Purpos

e 

Any 

specia

list 

Offeri

ngs 

Remark

s 

Hari 

Pujo 

Commu

nity 

Baisakkh Hari Male-

female 

To 

safega

urd the 

village 

Baish

nab 

Fruits, 

sweets

, luchi, 

taler 

bora, 

etc. 

It was 

started 

by the 

Zamind

ar. 

Mana

sha 

pujo 

Family Bhadra Ma 

mana

sha 

Female

s 

Happy 

marital 

life 

Nil Milk, 

Banan

a,   

five 

types 

of 

fruits 

 Nil 

Durga 

pujo 

Commu

nity 

Ashin-Kartick Ma 

durga 

Male-

Female 

Good 

over 

evil 

Puroh

it 

A lot 

of 

offerin

gs are 

made 

on 

daily 

5days 

of the 

pujo 

Nil 

Kartic

k pujo 

Family Kartick Kartic

k 

Male-

female 

Marrie

d 

couple

s give 

birth to 

child 

Puroh

it 

Fruits, 

sweets

, 

Narkel 

n 

Naru, 

Taler 

Young 

individu

ls, keeps 

the 

kartick 

idol 

infront 



bora, 

etc 

of 

houses 

of 

newely 

married 

couples. 

Laxm

i Pujo 

Family Kartick Ma 

laxmi 

Female

s 

For 

better 

econo

mic 

conditi

ons 

Puroh

it 

 Nil 

 

Kali 

Pujo 

Commu

nity 

Kartick(Amab

ashya) 

Ma 

kali 

Male-

female 

To 

celebra

te 

light. 

Puroh

it 

 Firecrac

kers are 

brusted. 

Rash 

Pujo 

Commu

nity 

Agrahyan Gour 
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                                               10. Material culture 

10.1 Food Items 

In case of food items, there are two categories under which it can be classified, which are 

regular food items and occational food items. 

 10.1.1 Regular food items 

In case of the regular food items, the villagers prefer food items, which includes rice, dal, 

vegetables, in the vegetables the villagers prefer vegetables like potato, pumkin, kach kola, ool, 

kochu, dhudhul, etc. Allmost in every household, rice is prefered three times a day in an 

ordinary time. In case of fishes, they have chingri, rohu, katla which they usually have from 

their own ponds and they consume them twice to thrice a week. In cases of egg they prefer it 

once a week and generally have it from there own hen coop, but sometimes they buy eggs from 

the bazar also. They generally prefer boiled egg with smashed potato and rice. In case of dal, 

they prefer mug and khesari dal. 

 10.1.2 Occational or special food 

The special food items are prepared ususally on the special occasions in the family, which 

includes occasions like birthday, puja, rituals, and any other thing which makes the day a bit 

special than the other regular days. In case of a birthday in a family,usually ‘payesh’ is 

prepared, ‘payesh’ is made using milk, rice,sugar, which is cooked slowly in a container over 

a low flame. In case of saraswati puja, the villagers usually have ‘naru’, ‘pitha’, ‘taler bora’, 

usually when some relatives or neighbour visits someones house, they provide them with 

‘naru’, or ‘pitha’. Luchi and alur-dom is a common menu which the villagers prefer in any 

special occation. Consumption of chicken or mutton is also attributed to special occations. 

10.2 Items Collected From 

The food items, or the raw vegetables are generally collected from the bally bazar. Some of the 

families in the village have their own agricultural land, where they grow green vegetables like, 

cabbage, cauliflower, brinjal, pumkin etc. Generally the families who are agriculturiests do not 

purchase rice from the bazar, rather they use their own cultivated rice for the subsistance. The 

eggs most of the time are used from the domesticated hen. The chicken in any special occations 

are sometimes used from their own domesticated hen, but if required they buy meat from bally 

bazar for regular purpose. 



10.3 Utensils 

The utensils, which are used for the household purposes, are mainly bought from the bally 

bazar. The utensils are generally used for cooking, storing and serving purposes.The utensils 

used for cooking, storing and serving are as follows:- 

Karai: This is an utensil, usually made of stainless steel it is curved at the bottom face and has 

a large opening with a hollow place, used for cooking purpose. Sometimes, it has two handles 

along the border of the ‘karai’ to lift it up. This is usually bought from the bally bazar and costs 

around rupees 800-2000/- depending upon the weight of the karai.  

Hari: This is generally made of stainless steel, it is slightly curved at the bottom and has an 

opening in the top this utensil comes with a cover. The general use of the utensil is to cook rice 

and boil water. It is also bought from the bally bazar and the price ranges from 1000-2000/- 

depending upon the weight.  

Khunti: This is also generally made with stainless steel and has a flat square working edge and 

a long handle. This is used for stirring during the process of cooking. The price ranges from 

around 100-200/- and it is also bought from the bally bazar. 

Thala (Plate): Generally, this are also made up of stainless steel and are flat in shape, the size 

can vary from small to large. The small ‘thala’ is used to serve snacks and the large are used 

to serve full course meals. The price ranges from about 150-600. 

Bati (Bowls): These utensils generally have a flat to round base with a circular opening, the 

size may vary from small to large. These utensils are used to serve cooked food. It’s also used 

to store cooked food when extra. The price of this utensil may range from rupees 250-500 

depending upon the size. 

Sil-Nora: The Traditional Sil Nora is an age-old home appliance used to prepare spice mixes 

for antique Indian Cuisine by crushing the garlic, onion, or any other ingredients between the 

flat stone (Sil) and the grinding stone (Nora). This is made up of stone.  The price of the sil-

nora varies between 1500-2500/-. The sil-nora, requires maintanence in every six months, by 

rubbing the flat stone and making the surface rough or uneven. The durability of a sil-nora is 

more than 30 years. 

Hamal dista: Mortar & Pestle is an ancient device that is applied for the main purpose of 

crushing and grinding the substances into a fine powder or paste. A mortal is a bowl-shaped 



object made up of ceramic, stone and wood whereas the pestle is cylindrical-shaped 

object bulkier at the bottom made from the same material as mortar. The main advantages of 

using mortar & pestle are that the substances do not get warmed up while it is being crushed. 

The hamal dista is generally durable over 30-40 years, and if needed then is bought from the 

bally bazar. 

Boti (kitchen knife): It is a long curved blade that cuts on a platform held down by the foot. 

Both hands are used to hold whatever is being cut and move it against the blade. The sharper 

side faces the user. The method gives excellent control over the cutting process and can be used 

to cut anything from tiny shrimp to large pumpkins. The boti or kitchen knife requires 

maintanence in every 3-4 months the curved blades becomes blunt after usage, hence it is 

sharped. 

10.4 Economic Implements 

The two main economic practice performed in the village are agriculture and fishing. Hence its 

quite ovious that implements related to emonomic pursuits are present, which inturns becomes 

a source of material culture. The following are implements 

Sickle (kaste): An agricultural implement consisting of a curved metal blade with a short handle 

fitted on a tang. It’s used for cutting paddy and also clearing weed. The sickle costs around 

rupees 200-250/-. The sickle is usually bought from the bally bazar and for maintanence it is 

taken to the shop every after 1 months to get its blades sharped. 

Hoe (kodal): It is a farm or garden tool with a thin flat blade at nearly a right angle to a long 

wooden handle that is used especially for weeding and loosening the earth. The cost of a hoe 

or kodal is around rupees 250-400/- depending upon the size. The joint of the flat blade and 

the long handle sometimes gets loosned hence it needs repering at that time. When needed, the 

hoe is bought from the bally bazar. 

Axe (Kurul): It is a cutting tool that consists of a heavy edged head fixed to a handle with the 

edge parallel to the handle and that is used especially for felling trees and chopping and splitting 

woods. The cost of a axe or kurul, ranges from 500-1000/- depending upon the weight of the 

blade, size and quality. The blades after few usage, requires to be sharpened. When needed, the 

axe is bought from the bally bazar haat. 

 



Harvesting machine: It is an electric machine, which has a motor fitted into it, a circular 

working edge is present, where some iron edges are present, when the motor runs the circular 

working edge rotates and the paddy is held over it in such a way that the grains gets separated 

and falls apart. The machine is bought from ‘jhorkhali’ market. The machine costed around 

rupees 9000/-. No as such maintainance is required for the machine to function. 

Athola: It is used to catch fish, it is made with thin bamboo sticks and nets. One side of the 

athola has a moveable gate, which opens inside, when a fish enters the athola, it cannot 

anymore get out of it. Hence this is how they catch fishes with it. The athola is usually made 

at home itself. The durability of the athola is few months, the nets sometimes gets damaged 

hence the nets needs replacement after few usages. 

KP Jaal: It is a special type of net, which is used to catch crabs(kakra). It has a circular thin 

bamboo outline, from which a net is tied in such a way that a hollow place is created. The net 

is dipped into the water in places where crabs can be found. This nets are made at home with 

limited resources and limited amount. The durability of the net depends upon the usages of the 

net. 

10.5 Traditional Weapon 

No such traditional weapon were found from any house in the area of our study. 

10.6 Musical Instruments 

Some of the musical instruments that we got from our informant’s houses, are mainly used for 

ritualistic purpose or practices. The following are the few musical instruments 

 Kasar: pure brass Gong bell/kasar/jhaj/ ghanta small ( 7 inch diameter)width 1.5 Inches weight 

350gm for puja at home ,temple ,school, institutes, bhajan , kirtan etc. it is believed that gifting 

puja bell to any temples and religious organisations brings us good fortune. These bells are 

mostly used while performing Pujas. 

Khol:  The khol is regarded as resembling to the ancient gopuchha shape of drums, as described 

in Natya Shastra. The right face of the drum has a high pitch and produces a metallic sound, 

whereas the left face, produces a lower bass sound. The larger side can be tuned with humidity.  

Khartal: Khartal is an ancient instrument mainly used in devotional / folk songs. It has derived 

its name from Sanskrit words ‘kara’ meaning hand and ‘tala’ meaning clapping. Usually made 

of wood or metal, a khartal player will hold one ‘male’ and ‘female’ khartal in each hand. 



10.7 Dress And Ornaments 

 10.7.1 Ordinary purpose 

In case of dress, in ordinary days the aged men in the village, usually wears white dhoti, and a 

‘fotua’(a long dress with pockets in both sides in the chest region, usually the length goes down 

till the knees). The aged women in the village, generally wears a saree in their day to day attire, 

the material of the saree is made up of cotton. The widows of the village wears saree generally 

on white base. The middle aged men in the village, wears pant and shirt. The middle aged 

women in the village wears saree when they step out of the house and else when they stay in 

the house they wear ‘maxi’. The young boys in the village, wears pant and t-shirts in their day 

to day attire. The young girls, generally wears ‘maxi’ when they are at home and when they go 

out they wear frocks or saree. 

In case of ornaments, the married women in the village, wears a ‘sakha’(white color bangle 

made from corals) and ‘pola’(red color bangle). The men in the village in regular days its found 

in some individuals that they wear a locket (maduli, having relation to gods). The young girls 

in the village wears small ear rings, most of which are bought from the bally bazar haat and 

mela. 

 10.7.2 Occasional purpose 

In case of occasional purposes, the aged men or women in the village generally do not wear 

anything special, rather they wear new cloths. They middle aged men and young boys in the 

village wears new punjabi and pajama in the occasions, like saraswati puja and durga puja and 

any other special occasions in the village. The middle aged women and young girls, wears new 

saree in the occasions. 

In case of ornaments the men or boys do not wear anything but the middle aged women and 

girls, wear stylish earrings, stylish bangles and chains in some special ocassions. 

                              

                                                         

 

 

 



                                   11. House Type 

11.1 Location 

The house is located just before the switch gate in the end of the village, on the eastern side. 

11.2 Nature Of The Roof 

The roof the house is made up of asbestos sheet, also some portion of the roof is made up of 

tin, for the inner support of the roof, wooden plys are used which are layed in parallel way. The 

hen coop is present just beside the main entrance of the house, its roof is made up of asbestos 

sheet and for support iron rods are placed in a parallel way from inside. The main structure of 

the houses roof has four slopes(char chala) and the roof of the hen coop has two slope(doo- 

chala).  

11.3 Nature Of The House 

 11.3.1 House type 

The house is kuccha mud house, the outline of the house is first made with bamboo and then 

mud along with cowdung is used to make the walls of the house. The roof of the house is then 

covered with asbestos and for internal support of the roof, wooden ply is used. The hen coop 

is present just beside the entrance of the house and it is concrete, with four pillars and four 

sides of the coop is covered with iron net and the roof has asbestos cover with iron rods as 

support. 

 

11.4 Entrance Of The House 

The entrance of the house is located on the western side of the house, it is sloping in nature and 

paved with bricks to provide a grip while assending or decending. A temporary railing made 

with bamboo sticks is provided to use it as a support. 

 

 

 

 



11.5 Location Of The Kitchen 

In the house, there are two kitchens one of which is located within the main structure and the 

other one is located in the courtyard of the house. The both of the kitchen is located on the 

eastern side of the house. The one which is located on the courtyard has mud hearth and it’s a 

structure made of bamboo and straw is placed over the structure just to provide a shade. The 

one within the main structure is located at the end of the house. 

11.6 Rooms 

 11.6.1 Number Of Rooms 

There are four rooms in the house in total, which includes one varandah, one bed room, one 

kitchen, one small living room. 

 11.6.2 Location Of The Rooms 

The varandah is located adjacent to the courtyard. The bedroom is located adjacent to the 

varandah. The kitchen is located on the extreme east of the house and it is attached to the main 

structure of the house, the living room is located on the western side of the house just infront 

of the main entrance. 

 11.6.3 Ventilation 

One small ventilator is present in the bedroom, one window is present between the bedroom 

and the varandah. For entering into the house, only one door is present in the varandah. 

 

 11.6.4 Use Of The Rooms 

The mother and her son stays in the bedroom, her husband stays in the varandah and sleeps 

over a wooden cot. The outsiders for now it’s the honey collector, stays in the western side 

small living room. The kitchen attached to the main structure is used during rainy season and 

extreme winters. 

 

 

 

 



11.7 Maintenance Of The House 

The floor of the house is applied with soil, cowdung and water, after each one week. This in 

local language is called applying ‘matir prolape’. The walls of the house are also applied with 

the same mixture. 

                          11.8 THE HOUSE PLAN OF INFORMANT’S HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  12. ECONOMY OF THE AREA OF STUDY 

                                                  12.1 General Economy 

The bally 2 No. 9 sansad, Dhakshinpara is the area of oiur study. During our study in that area, 

we have come across the following economic pursuits which helps the villagers in their 

subsistance.  

The predominant form of economic pursits found in the village are as follows 

 Agriculture 

 Fishing 

 Tourism 

 Agricultural labourer 

 Animal husbandary 

 Business (Grocery shops) 

In the village, we find other forms of economies, like collection of forest produce and honey 

collection. The honey collection is purely a seasonal economy.  

Primarily, the agriculture is main economy which acts as an subsistance to the villagers, 

togeather with agriculture, fishing also has an almost equal share in terms of providing 

subsistance to the villagers. The tourism in the village is bomming and will grow more in the 

near future, many new homestays and resorts are now being opened by the vilagers to meet 

with the tourism demand. The village also has some small scale grocery shops, which generally 

has products of day to day usage. 

 

12.2 General Information On Agriculture 

 

Type of land on the basis of fertility Meaning 

Type of land on the basis of altitude Local name 

Upper Kandha 

Medium Sol 

Lower Dhapa 



Ekfashala Land were cropping is done, once a year 

Dofoshala Land were cropping is done, twice a year 

Tinfashala Land were cropping is done, thrice a year 

 

Annual calender (Bengali) Crops grown 

 Baisakh Mug Daal 

                Jaishthya  

                  Ashar   

                 Srabon Paddy Cultivation 

                 Bhadra  

                 Ashwin  

                  Kartik Khesari Daal 

               Agrahayan  

                   Poush  

                   Magh Paddy cultivation along with, Cauliflower, 

cabbage, peas, onion and potato. 

                  Falgun  

                  Chaitra Mug Daal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  12.3 GENERAL CASE ON FISHING 

 Name of the informant: Joymala Mondal  

 Age: 30 years 

 Sex: Female 

My informant told me that she use boat for fishing purpose. She goes to fishing almost everyday 

and not just in a particular time of the season. She also goes out for fishing at night  and the 

time orrosponds with that of the low and high tide of the day. She goes for fishing in the places 

like ‘Keuratola’, Balichura’ and ‘Sudhanokhali’. The type of fishes she catches generally are 

‘bele’, ‘chingri’, ‘bhetki’, ‘jaba bhetki’, ‘Ilish’(Hilsha) . She also catches ‘rupchanda’, 

‘payrachanda’ and ‘mrigel’. In the afternoon, she sometimes goes for catching crabs. She is 

accompanied by her husband and her daughter , at night. She sells the fishes at the bally market 

and the bigger fishes at the Gosaba market while she keeps some of the smaller fishes with 

herself for her own consumption. She catches 20-30kg of fishes and her gain after the sell is 

around Rs. 2000/- to 3000/-. 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                             12.4 CASE STUDY ON AGRICULTURE 

 

 Name of the informant: Birendranath Mondal 

 Age: 86 Years 

 Sex: Male 

 Date: 23.03.2023 

 

 

The Case study on agriculture, is taken from Birendranath Mandal, the area of land that he 

holds in total over which he performs agriculture is 5.5 Bigha. The location of the land is just 

beside the road of the village and in the backyard of the Informants house. The type of paddy, 

which he cultivated last season is M. Shankar; it's a thin grain rice (Chikon) The seed bed is 

backed by frast the passing the AAI of the field. The 'Aal' is Repaired by using the 'Nigrel' and 

hoe (hodal). Firstly the mud is Collected in a place and them water is added and Pressure is 

applied so that it becomes head and one on can walk on those, all around the field. The weed 

in the field is Cleared tilled Using hand and hoe. The field is then using bowes filles, which the 

informant had rented with 300 bes tilling. The field is tilled twice. Out of the 5.5 Bigha a Small 

Segment was selected of about 2-3 katha for Seed bedding, and about 30kg Seeds were thrown 

on to the land on seed bed. Around 5 kg seed is Cultivated in 1 Bigha land. The Seeds are 

brought from the bally baza.The land is levelled using a ladder which is drawn by the tilling 

machine. In case of irrigation predominantly the rain Water is used and the informant depends 

mainly On monsoon for their, Cultivation. In case of extreme dry condition, a pump is used to 

draw water from the nearby bond or form the river water during high tide. The seed, takes 

around 1-2 months to into seedlings. The main land is prepared by reconstructing the 'aal', using 

hoe or 'nigrel', then the extra mud is collected in Straight way and then water is added, then 

Pressure is applied to make it hard. The Weeding was done using hand and hoe to remove all 

the unnecessary remains from the field. The field was then Ploughed using water, power tiller, 

which the informant had hired for Rs. 200 per plough, from the Nature club, in the village itself. 

The informant had ploughed the land twice. The direction of plough was North-South, East to 

west. The land was then levelled using a ladder which remains attached to the tilling machine. 



After they Prepare the main land, they transplant the Seedlings, which are binded togeather 

with a single leaf on tied together with a single leaf. The seedlings are generally 7-8 inches 

long. In the main land, Columns around 5-7 are dugged in parallel way, then the three to four 

leaves are taken and using the hand two-three leaves are pressed inside the wet mud. The 

Informant informed me that one has to Plant the leaves with a gap of half a hand and move 

back during the whole process. According to my Informant, the paddy field needs to be water 

logged as much as possible. Hence irrigation becomes an important factor in process of rice 

production. My Informant informed me that gain for water is predominantly used for irrigation 

purpose. In case of any irregularity in the rain tulu motor pumps are used to draw water from 

the nearby ponds and gives lagoons dusung the high tide. The cost of the tulu pump was 6000, 

he had brought it from Raidhigi. My Informant, cultivated his land along with his family 

members. After the transplantation of the Seedlings, 20 days later cow dung and other manure 

are given to the paddy, other organic fertilizers and manure included peel of green vegetables, 

and other ediable remains. After 1-1.5 months later urea is punched with (10-26) Chemical 

name Shakti and then thrown into the field. Some times, Potash is used to stop the over growth 

of the Paddy plant. According to my information, their land is 'dofosoli' (Crop is grown twice 

in a year). Once the crop Cultivation occurs in the starting of Ashar, by planting the seeds in 

the seed beds, and the seedlings transferred to the main land in the srabon month. and the paddy 

is cut at the end of aghran month. (Mid June-Mid December) .Another set of crops are grown 

from Poush month to Chaitra [Mid Decemben - Mid April].The informant then informed me 

About the method of how they understand. that  paddy is rieped or not. The  informant said me 

that he cheeks the grains by pressing grains with the nails that ony milk is present in it or not. 

If only milk is present, then the Paddy is not rieped. When the grain becomes hard, or the milk 

gets Consolidated it means that the paddy is rieped. Eventually the green colour of the paddy 

turns into golden, and the paddy gets bend down due to the weight of the Consolidated grains. 

This is how my informant informed me that how they understand if the paddy is rieped or not. 

When they understand that the paddy is now ready to harvest, a ritual, ceremony Known as 

Halakata,  is performed, in which  9 bundle  of paddy is cut and tied and brought back to the 

house by carrying them over the head by playing sankha. Usually when they cut the paddy, 

they grab them with the left hand and then cut it with the sight hand using a sickle from the 

back side. The harvested paddy is then brought back to home, by tying the paddy togeather in 

a net, tied tightly. The paddy is stored in a Special structure, which is rounded in shape and 

made with bamboo. Then the paddy is processed using a machine which costs ₹7500/- and it's 

owned by the informant. A roller part is present in the machine over which the paddy is holded 



with the hands, the grains gets seperated from the paddy, and is Collected in a Container. A fan 

is fixed in the machine. Which cleans the rice grains, so that no dirt/dust is present on it. The 

machine was bought from the 'Bally Bazar'. The gains are then boiled, then dried in the sun 

and inserted into the husking machine where the Skin of the grain is separated. The machine 

which is used for husking is rented out for 60 per sag. My informant informed me that they 

generally  sell the paddy to the vendors at a ranging price depending on the Season and the 

extent of cultivation, at 900 - ₹1500/- per 60 kg. They also use the rice for their own 

Subsistence, they store the rice in drums for the future usage. This was the whole process of 

agriculture, as informed by my Informant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                        13. A CASE STUDY ON BIRTH 

                                                Female Perspective 

 

 Name of the informant: Lipika Mondal 

 Age: 19 Years 

 Sex: Female 

 Place of birth: Sonakhali charitable hospital. 

 

My informant, and her husband, had, their marriage on 2018. According to my informant, her 

last date of menstruation before pregnancy was on 28-08-2019, The date of Conception was on 

4th September, 2019. Informant, informed that, She had guessed about her pregnancy when 

she missed her menstruation. She had first asked this about this to her mother-in-law, and her 

mother-in-law asked informed her that She may have been pregnant, soon after this the 'Asha' 

workers were informed and they gave ben a Pregnancy kit to Confirm her pregnancy. The date 

of the urine test was on 16.10. 19. The urine test Came positive and it was confirmed that she 

was pregnant. As soon so my informant, was sure about the pregnancy, Slowly neighbours and 

other family. members were informed with news. Soon my informant was restricted from 

carrying heavy items and was to know special done. Her work become limited only to cooking, 

that also her mother- in law used to make all the arrangements a mother card was issued by the 

Asha workers for my informant. In that card, the visit was planned in the second, fifth and 

Seventh month of the pregnancy for the monitoring of the baby, my informant Was taken to a 

clinic in Bally bazar and was checked by nurse and Asha worker (Asha didi).  My Informant, 

was restricted to move out of the house, during the night time, and even if She had to do so, 

straw(khor) was tied to her hair and a knot was tied in the loose end of the saree, and saliva 

was applied. She was also restricted to watch any kind of movie and was asked to read and 

listen to things related to God. Recording to my When She was pregnant, a She was mainly 

given. food with high protein content, which included bide boiled egg', 'Chana' a protein and 

vitamin supplement which was given was Women Horlicks, She was given fruits, and had a 

craving for pickle (mango). According to my informant, in the fifth month in the womb  he 

baby in the belly, had started to show movement for the first time, mainly the baby used to 



kick.On the starting of the ninth month of the pregnancy,in the 10th day,earlyi the morning 

when my informant had went to the washroom, thre she got a ‘seizure epilepsy’ attack. She 

was hurriedly taken to a nursing home in sonakhali by a boat, the name of the nursing home is 

‘Sonakhali charitable nursing home’. She was accompanied with her husband, father-in-law 

and maternal uncle. The doctors there took this as an emergency case and admitted her. On that 

day only (28.05.2020), my informant gave birth to a baby girl. According to my informant she 

was in extreme pain during the birth procress. My informant, became sense less as soon as she 

gave birth to the baby girl. During the first two days, as my informant was Senseless, packet 

milk was fed to the baby. The health of the baby girl was fine, but everyone was worried about 

my informants health.On the third day her Senses came back, and  She was able to  breast fed 

her baby, for the first time. She remained in the hospital for eleven days, hence some part of 

the 'Atur Ghor' Couldn't have been practiced. My informants husband, had kept a notebook and 

a pen near the pillow of the baby in the hospital, on asking they said that it’s believed in their 

family that if a girl child is born then a notebook and and a pen is kept near the head for 21 

days hence untill the end of the ‘atur ghor’.On the other hand on the birth of a boy, any small 

agricultural tool ius kept near the head. On t he nineth day after the birth, the rest of the family 

members nails were cut by the "napit" (khnuere) Unitill this time, no one from the village could 

have entered my informonts house. The baby girl's name was given by my informant's father 

in law, which was Nandini Mondal. On the 11th day my informant returned home in a reserved 

boat from Sonakhali She was till then not very fit and was rather weak, she was almost bed 

rested. The Atur ghor continued and ended on the 21st day from birth. According to my 

informant, On the 21st day, a shosti Puja was organized by the family members, after which 

the Atur Ghor came to an end. The birth Certificate of the child was issued by the panchayat 

after 1 month and was collected by the family. On askiing about there reaction, on the birth of 

a girl child, the family said that they were very happy, as ‘Lakkhi’ was born to them. The 

following vaccines were given to the girl Child from the day of birth till 3.5 months. On 

10.06.20, the two vaccines were given, OPV-0 and BCG. 1.5 months later, the following 

vaccines were given to the child, OPV-1, PENTAL-1, ROTA-1, IPV-1 were given to the child 

on 17.07.20. At around 2.5 months later, the following vaccines were given to the child, OPV-

2, PENTA-2, ROTA-2 on 19.08.20. After 3.5 months, on 16.09.20, OPV-3, PENTA-3, ROTA-

3 and IPV-2 were given to the girl child. As my informant was not stable physically after the 

delivery, hence to take care of the baby, her mother in law was always present, along with a 

maid that they had kept in exchange of food and some money. The rice Ceremony(annaprasun) 

of the child, had occured after 7 months of birth. The child, was breast feeded, till then. In the 



rice ceremony the Childs maternal uncle had come to my informant’s home to feed her girl 

child her first rice. According to my informont, near to 100 people were invited in the rice 

ceremony. The menu of the rice ceremony. Payesh, Sukto,fish, dal, Chicken and rice. The gifts 

that were given are glasses, golden bangle, and then a Silver spoon, and other small gifts, some 

guests, also had gifted money directly to the family. This was the whole process described by 

my informant during her pregnancy and after the birth of the child till the rice ceremony. 

 

 

 

                                                   

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        13.1 A CASE STUDY ON BIRTH  

                                             Male Perspective 

 

 Name of the informant: Kalicharan Mondal 

 Age:23 Years 

 Sex: Male 

 Place of child birth: Sonakhali Charitable Hospital 

 

 

My informant and his wife had their marriage on 2018 According to my Informant he came to 

know about his wife's pregnancy from his mother, as his own wife was feeling shy to share the 

news. He came to know about it on the day that's the day of the urine test on 16.10.19, He was 

feeling very excited and happy at the Same time, when he got the news. He then informed the 

news to the neighbours, family and friends. According to my informant, he had taken special 

care of her wife during her gestation period He didn't allow her to carry heavy loads, and 

Perform other Strenuous activities, during this period. According to my informant, he could 

take his wife from the doctor’s visits, as prescribed in the Ma card given by the "ASHA" 

worker’s(Asha didi). In every trimester (3 months), he would take his wife to the clinic for 

USG (Ultrasonography). According to my informants he tried to feed her wife, high protein 

Content foods like boiled eggs, 'Chana', etc during the Pregnancy, he would specially bring 

pickle for her, other protein and vitamins Suppliments, that were given included women 

horlicks. He also bought lots of fruits for her.My informant informed me that, he come to Know 

about the movement of the child in the womb from his wife in the 5th month of the pregnancy. 

In the early morning of 28-05-2020 his wife had a Seizure epilepsy' attack. (Khichuni) She was 

hurriedly taken to the nursing home in Sona khali by a boat. The name of the nursing home 

was Sonakhali Charitable polyclinic. According to him, he was feeling very tensed about both 

his wife and the would be born baby. At 10:10am in the morning, a baby girl was born, but my 

informant's wife became senseless after the delivery and remained like that for two days During 

these two days my informant stayed in the nursing home along with his father and uncle, as he 



had to bring medicine for the baby as well as his wife. According to my Intermont, her wife 

got her Senses back on the 3rd day and breast feeded the baby for the first time.  His wife Along 

with the baby was admitted in the hospital for 11 days. The name of the Child was given by 

my informant’s father, the name of the child given was Nandini Mondal. On the 9th day after 

the birth, a napit was called at home for (kheure), therefore the was called to cut there nails, 

untill this time, no one from the village could have Entered my informants house. My 

informant, had reserved a boat to bring her Wife back home from Sonakhali, as she was almost 

bed rested. On the 21st day after the birth, a “Soshti Pujo' was Organized in house which 

marked the end of “Subho osuajh". My informant, had bought the birth Certificate from the 

panchayat after one month. My informant, along with his wife, had visited the clinic in the 

Bally bazar for the vaccination. The following vaccines were given to the girl Child from the 

day of birth till 3.5 months. On 10.06.20, the two vaccines were given, OPV-0 and BCG. 1.5 

months later, the following vaccines were given to the child, OPV-1, PENTAL-1, ROTA-

1,IPV-1 were given to the child on 17.07.20. At around 2.5 months later, the following vaccines 

were given to the child, OPV-2, PENTA-2, ROTA-2 on 19.08.20. After 3.5 months, on 

16.09.20, OPV-3, PENTA-3, ROTA-3 and IPV-2 were given to the girl child.  The rice 

Ceremony, (annaprasun) had occurred after 7 months, but as my Informant was not present at 

that time due to his work, hence he couldn't explain the Ceremony from his own perspective. 

This was the Case Study of birth, as reported by my informant. 

 

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 



                          14.   CASE STUDY ON CHILDHOOD 

                                  Male Perspective 

 Name of informant: Pallav Mondal 

 Age: 10 years 

 Sex: Male 

 

 

 

My Informant, currently Studies in class 4 at Purba satyanarayanpur oboithanik School in Bally 

Village no 9. According to my informant, in normal weekdays, he has tuition classes from 7:00 

Am to 9:00Am (Mon-Sat), after which he returns home and gets ready for School. His mother 

cooks for him rice, dal and smashed potatoes for most of the days. He goes to school walking 

with his elder sister, who reads in Class 9. According to my informant, generally he likes to 

play with the boys in the School rather than the girls as he doesn't like games played by girls 

in the school. He returns home at around 4:00 pm in the evening and takes some food and goes 

out to play football with the boys in the field, located near the Switchgate of the village. 

According  to my informant, Sometimes. he also play's Cricket with elder boys in the same 

field generally Burcket is played on Saturday and Sunday. My informant, also likes to play 

carrom in the club house, located just opposite to their house. My Informant also informed me 

that, likes to help his father he during catching of fishes from their own Pond. According to 

him, he sometimes, catches Small to large fishes from the river bank (Gomati). According to 

my informant, he also helps his mother, by bringing water from the tube well. My informant 

also informed me that, he likes to hear stories. from his grandmother, about god, & goddesses 

and Stories about his grandmothers Childhood. My informant was well accustomed with 

mobile phone (Smart) having internet access. When asked, he said that he loves watching 

Bengali cartoons like "Gopal bhar", thakumar jhuli, ete. Sometimes he plays Car racing game 

in the mobile.This was the information, which  were provided to me by my informant 

                      

 



                           15 CASE STUDY ON ADOLOSENCE 

                                                      Male Perspective 

 Name of the informant: Arnab Mondal 

 Age:15 Years 

 Sex: Male 

 

My informant, Currently studies in class 9, at Asit Baron high school. According to my 

informant, he has tuition in the morning from around 8:00 Am to 9:30 Am after which he 

returns home and then gets ready for the School generally during the Summer he has Panta' 

(rice with water), in the morning before going to school. He goes to school in the Cycle 

provided by the school under the governmental scheme, "Sobuj sathi". In school, during the 

class break or tiffin time, he plays football in the school ground, with his class meles. He 

gossips on topics like movies, 'Songs' 'love' with his friends. When asked he said. that he thinks 

himself to be big enough to support his own family both  physically and enomically. In terms 

of Physical Support, he goes with his father to the agricultural field to work whenever he gels 

time. In the evening time, he generally plays football or cricket in the field near the Switch 

gate. My informant, informed me that Recently moustache line (ghoper rekha) is being seen in 

the face, and he was feeling shy when taking about it. When I asked him that at what age did 

he stop playing with girls, he said that it was around when he was in class 5, before they he 

used to play 'kanamachi', 'kumir danga" with friends. He also said that he slowly developed a 

feeling towards one of his classmates, but Couldn't Share the feeling. He also said that. He 

loves watching movies on his mothers smart phone. My informont, also informed me that he 

uses facebook on d whooks app. According to my informant, he wants to grow up as an 

independent individual of the family and wants to take up the responsibilities. 

  

                                            

 

 

                             



                                  15.1 CASE STUDY ON ADOLOSENCE 
                                    
                                           Female Perspective 
 
 
 

 Name: Mousumi Mondal 
 

 Sex: Female 
 

 Age: 17 years. 

 

My informant, Mousumi Mondal is currently studying in class XII from SatyaNarayanpur 

Soshibhusan Ucchavidyalaya. She is very interested in studying political Science and wants 

to pursue it for higher education as well. 

At the age of 12 she got the first periods of her menstruation cycle. She just appeared for 

her class VI final examinations, when she noticed blood stains on her clothes. She had no 

prior knowledge about periods, so she was quite nervous and the very first thought that 

came across her mind was of getting a severe cut or injury. She started crying and 

immediately informed her mother about it. Her mother explained her everything about 

periods and also bought her sanitary pads. 

My informant used to have sharp stomach-ache and used to notice blood clots during her 

cycles, so her parents took her for checkup. After USG reports came, she was diagnosed 

with ovarian cyst. Doctor suggested her to take oral medications instead of the surgical 

methods. She told us, at that age she was very fearful of consuming pills. Her fear was in 

that extent where she secretly used to throw the tablets out of her room’s window every 

time her mother told her to have it. When her family came to know about her act of doing 

so, they made her understand the importance of having the medicine and the ill-effect that 

can happen to her if she continued not having her medicine. As she grew up, she gradually 

overcame her fear, and now her problems regarding periods have somewhat lessened up. 

Though the village has a rule, where a young girl who has just got her periods has to 

consume boiled Rice made of a certain type of paddy (Atop-Chal) three times a day 

throughout her periods. There is also a rule where a menstruating girl cannot touch or go to 



the worship place. My informant did not follow these rules, as she did not believe in such 

concepts and nobody from her family forced her to do otherwise. Her parents have not 

restricted her in any ways. She has never missed any of her school classes because of 

periods. On asking her that do schools provide sanitary pads or not she said, schools do 

provide sanitary pads but only to those girls who gets their periods while in school. Other 

than schools, Asha Workers also provides a packet of six pads at rupee 7/-. 

Her mother takes very good care of her during her cycles. She makes sure that my informant 

gets the proper nutrition through her food and also takes care that she does mild physical 

work to ease out pain. Her mother cooks her vegetables, make her fill water from the pond 

and cycling during her cycles, to keep her physically active. 

My informant is a very fond of sports and loves playing various games like “Kho-Kho” 

(Two teams compete to tag each member of the opposing team in the shortest period of 

time) “Discuss Throw” (Athlete throws a heavy disc in an attempt to make a farther distance 

than their competitors). “Shot-Put” (Involves the athletes in throwing a heavy spherical ball 

as far as possible.) “High-Jump” (Athletes jumps unaided over a horizontal bar placed at 

measured heights without dislodging it.) and “Long-Jump” (Athletes combine speed, 

strength and agility in an attempt to leap as far as possible from takeoff point.) She actively 

takes part in all these sports which usually takes place in her school. Among these sports 

her most favorite is “High-Jump” and “Long-Jump”. She has also received many prizes in 

inter school as well as intra school competitions. Other than sports she loves cycling a lot 

and as far as food is concerned, she loves sour and spicy food. She also loves having 

Chowmein. 

She loves watching Bengali movies Ankush Hazra and Rukmini Maitra are her favorites 

among other actors and actresses.   



                        16. CASE STUDY ON MARRIAGE 

                                                     Male Perspective 

 

 Name of the informant: Mihir Mondal 

 Age: 28 Years 

 Sex: Male  

 

According to my informant his marriage had taken place, a year ago on 16th of falgun (first 

week of march). As per my informont, he and had chosen the bride on his own and had been 

known to each other for 1.5 years. After that he had informed his parents about it. They  had 

no objection as their caste were same. The final negotiation was done 16 days prior to the date 

of marriage for the negotiation, the members of the brides family mainly father, uncle, mother 

had been to his house. A purohit was called upon to decide upon a date by enquiring the ponjika. 

The date was fixed at 16th falgun. The decorators were booked along with the Caterer service. 

The deal was done at ₹12000. The informant was now invited by his relatives for having the 

Aiburobhat,( last meal being bachelor). The day before the marriage, the rituals of marriage 

had started, the members of the family, of the bride, had come to my informant's house to bless 

him. The members who had come for blessing were the bride's father, Uncle (paternal and 

maternal)  grandfather . The ashirbad was conducted in the presence of a purohit and gifts and 

gifts which were brought by the bride's house were watches, T-shirt, pant and a  Punjabi. The 

ashirbad had commenced in the morning and ended in the afternoon. The bride's family had 

their lunch in my informant house that afternoon . In the evening an Aiburobhat was prepared 

by his mother. My Informant informed me that his mother fed him a certain portion of the food 

and blessed him. In the early morning of the marriage day, the women members in the family 

had visited the river to bring water in a kolsi, the number of members going to bring water must 

be in an odd number, this event is known as 'Jol soite jaoya'. He was then woken up and asked 

to have dodhi mongol, which is a mixture of 'chire', 'banana’, 'sweets' and 'misti doi'After this 

he was not allowed to have any meal all through the day. After the dodhi mongol, my Informant 

had to wear dhoti and a Vest with a gamcha across the shoulder. He was then made Seated in 

between four banana trees over a play, and applied with holud (turmeric), all over the body. 



sbuly, the water that was brought from the dived in a 'kolsi", was pouned over my in for monks 

head. Then the eldest members of my informant’s family, touched a piece of turmeric (Hold) 

over my informants body and took it to the brides house for 'Gaye Holud’. After the Completion 

of the gaye holud, my Informant was asked to take some rest and from the afternoon time, he 

was being prepared by the family members themselves. He was made to wear a golden colour 

dhoti, Golden punjabi. In the evening time around 5:30 pm, the palki along with the band party 

had arrived. The family members, friends, neighbours in who were invited for the 'burgalau 

had gathered in front of the house. My informant's mother, fed him a sip of milk from a glass 

before stepping out from the house. My informant stepped out of the house at 5:50 pm. The 

time of the logno of the marriage was at 6:30 pm. It was a small 15-20 min journey, he had to 

travel from Bally village 9 to Bally village 7(brides house). My informant Said that he was 

feeling excited and shy at the Same time. The "palki" was rented for ₹16000/-- Some of the 

friends and family members, we're dancing with the band party on the way. He reached the 

bride's house at almost 6:30pm After reaching the brides house, firstly he was Welcomed by 

the bride’s mother, by a boron dala, which had rice grains, durba grass, kajal and Chandon and 

a diya. According to my informant, bride’s mother, feed him a bit of few sweets taken from the 

blate and was asked to take a sip of water from the glass. After that, my informant was asked 

to get down the palki, while my informant was entering the house elder women were playing 

Sankha' and giving ullu (a sound that is made by Rotation of the tongue). According to my 

informant, as the 'borjatri' was already late, hence the rituals had to begin immediately.  My 

Informant was taken to the place, adjacent to the 'Mondop' (A place prepared for practicing 

rituals), by his Sister in laws and they were mocking him by Singing a song The first of all the 

rituals, that happened was the Subho-dristi (Auspicious Sight) it had occurred beside the 

mandop. In this Ritual, my informant was asked to sit on a ply (Ply) and had to the bride then 

Covered eyes with two betel leaves. The bride was then lifted up on the ply and rotated around 

my informant for seven time. The brides face was also covered with two betel leaves. After the 

bride the Seventh round, slowly form was put down, and was asked to slowly remove the betel 

leaves from infront of the eyes. This was for the first time, that day he saw the bride, that day 

and were asked to see each, others face. The Subho - dristi was followed by 'mala bodol' this 

ritual, too takes place outside the Mondop as well. The exchange of garlands occurred in a total 

of three times, and during this ritual, my informont was lifted up so that the bride finds it 

difficult to exchange the garlands. According to my informont, this ritual had a lot of fun factor 

into it. After the ritual of malabadal informant was taken to the 'mondop' (A place where 

marriage rituals taken place). In the mandop the first ritual, that had taken Place was ‘Gatchora’, 



in which the loose ends of the Dhuti and the saree are tied. In case of 'GatChora' my informant 

and his brides hands were placed on each other hands and Over it a Cloth (mainly gamcha) was 

placed and the purohit started chanting the mantra i, and then tied a knot among the loose end 

of the dhoti and the saree. After the ‘Gatchora’ the next ritual that happened was ‘saat paak e 

badha’. In this ritual,my informant  along with the bride, was asked to walk around a fire, for 

seven times, according  to my informant, his paternal uncle had to chant a small mantra during 

the procress, the elder female members of the family, were giving 'ulu' and playing 'Sankha'. 

After the 'Saat pake badha', my Informant along with bride where asked to throw, khai in the 

fire. The bride was Standing in front of my Informant during the ritual, and both of them were 

involved in this ritual. After this ritual 'sindur daan' had taken place where my informant and 

his bride were made Seated together and mantras were chanted. After that my informant was 

asked to take some  Sindur with a ring and eventually without looking the bride, draw the ring 

in the Sithi (middle of the hair line), as soon as my informont drew the ring, the brides face 

was covered with a cloth known as lojja bastra. After the marriage, my Informant along with 

the barde, were made to sit in a room, along with their friends and young family members, they 

were gossiping and making joke about one another the whole night. This ritual is known as 

‘Basar raat’. In the next morning, the first ritual that took place was ‘kanak anjali’, in which 

the bride was asked to throw a handful of rice grains over her head into her mothers ‘aanchal’, 

this ritual signifies the farewell of the bride before leaving for her in laws house. After this 

ritual, my informant and his wife, were asked to be seated in the ‘palki’ and they reached my 

informants around 9:30am in the morining, all along the journey the band party was playing. 

My informant and his wife was welcomed by my informants mothe. A baran dala was prepared 

by her with rice grain, diya, drurbha grass, chandan. My informants mother, welcomed both of 

them. They were then asked to sit on the Courtyard for the 'Khari khela' the "khari" was planted 

In mandop by the bride in the mandap inside the mud and my informant had to find the Khari. 

That day, was celebrated as 'kaal ratri'  which means, they cannot see each other's face for that 

one day, they remained in different rooms, at that night. The next day in the in the afternoon, 

my informant handed over to his wife a plate of rice, fish, dal and a piece of cloths his in the 

local term is called, 'Bhat kapor er daittyo neoya' In the evening the 'Boubhat', Was Celebrated 

and not as such rituals were present In the bou bhat, all the arrangements was done by my 

Informant. Nearly 400 people were invited in the Boubhat. The menu of the 'bou bhat' was, 

Brinjal fry, potato fry, Chingri macher ghanto Dal, Beguni, fish curry, chicken, Dahi, Misti, 

papar and chutney. The total cost of the food catering along with the food items was aournd 

rupees 50,000/-. The next ritual that occurred was ‘astamongola’ which occurred 8days later 



or after the boubhat. My informant and his wife had visited his wifes hose and stayed there for 

2 days, during which the ‘gatchora’ that was tied was opened. According to my informant they 

hadd good food during the stay and visited the elder family and neighbours houses for seeking 

blessings. On asking about the exchange of gifts or dowry during the marriage, my informant 

said that they had not asked for anything but his father in law had gifted him a bed, a almirah 

and a cycle. This was the case study on marriage as per the information provided to us by our 

informant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  16.1 CASE STUDY ON MARRIAGE 

                                                      Female Perspective 

 

 Name of the informant: Kabita Mondal 

 Age: 22 years 

 Sex: Female 

 

 

As per my informant her marriage had taken place 2 years ago on 16th of Falgun as per the 

Bengali calendar according to the English calendar it will coincide with the month of  March . 

according to my informant and she and her husband knew each other For 1.5 years and 

eventually had informed her parents about it after that senior members of her family had visited 

the grooms house for final negotiation. the senior members of the bride family who had visited 

the grooms house were her father maternal uncle paternal uncle mother and aunt. A Purohit 

was present at the grooms house with the panjika and finalized a date for the marriage which 

was 16 Falgun therefore the first week of March. The final negotiation had occurred 16 days 

before the date of marriage. the marriage was endocamus type of marriage hence the cast and 

clan of both the groom and bride same. The decorators were informed and booked From the 

bride's house for decoration of the house with lights and flowers. the take auditors were book 

at rupees 12000 for the total arrangement. The work for all the arrangement from the decorators 

side had been started 5 to 6 days prior to the date of marriage.The rituals of marriage had began 

just before the day of marriage with mehendi in the morning and aiburobhat in the evening 

time.The aiburobhat is the last full course meal that the bride consumes in her own house. The 

meal which my inform ment was offered was rice Dal 5 types of vegetable curry fish Mishti 

doi and sweets.  A certain portion of the meal Is feed by the mother the Shankh is played lamp 

is lit, And it is placed over a plate. blessing is given to the bride before she starts eating the 

food. on the day before the marriage few very close relatives had already joined with the bride's 

family. on the day of the marriage early in the morning the female members of the house goes 

to the river to bring water in a kolsi the number of members must be in an odd number. This 

process is called jaal soita Jaoya. Early in the morning my informant was given Dahi sweet 



curd banana cheere and Sandesh mix together to eat. after this my informant was not allowed 

to eat anything until the completion of the marriage this ritual is known as the dadhimangal. 

After completion of this ritual the members of the grooms family had a dived a total of 7 

members had arrived at 7:00 a.m. in the morning with a piece of turmeric that was touched in 

the grooms body in the morning. Then the turmeric was grinded in my informants house and 

then she was applied with it by sitting in between four banana trees at her house 

courtyard.Slowly after applying turmeric the water that was brought from the river in the 

morning was poured all over my informants body. My  informant had informed me that she 

was wearing a saree gifted to her by her pattern uncle. The saree was then kept separately after 

the ritual.The whole ritual was known as gaye holud. after the completion of the guy hollowed 

she was blessed with the gifts that the groom’s family members had brought. the gifts included 

the cosmetic products sweets fish and a golden bangle full stop the grooms father had placed 

my informal with a golden bangle full stop the rest of the members had place her with money 

for example rupees 200 300 or 500 full stop the members of the groom’s family who had gone 

to bless my informant were Paternal and maternal uncle of the groom. This process is known 

as Ashirwad a Purohit was present who was chanting the mantras the blessings were offered 

using paddy grains dhruvo grass Chandan pasted sandalwood.  Two asans were placed face to 

face and my informant was sitting on opposite asan. They were taking in hand few rice grains 

dhruvo grass and a bit of Chandan paste and placing it over my  informants head. while the 

Purohit was chanting the mantras full stop after completion they were gifting my information 

with the gifts they had brought. according to my informant after the completion of Ashirwad 

she had taken some rest. then she had informed me that they makeup artist had arrived for 

setting up her look for the evening rituals. the makeup artist had taken rupees 800 for her work. 

my informant shared that She was feeling very shy all through the process. the makeup to 3 to 

4 hours according to my inform and slowly the number of guests started to increase as the 

evening was close. my informant  informed me that the wedding time was fixed at 6:30 p.m. 

in the evening it is also known as Logno. The ‘borjatri’ had arrived in my inform and house at 

almost 6:30 p.m. the bride was accompanied with a band party and a Palki therefore carriage 

which is lifted by four men. The ‘borjatri’ Was accompanied with friends family members and 

relatives. the groom was in the Palki before getting down from the Palki my informant's mother 

welcomed the groom by a process known as Boron. a Boron kulo is used for the boron, a Boron 

is a plate which contains a small pot with 5 mango leaves banana rice grains grass Kajal Sindoor 

and five koris. according to my informant her sister in law was joking with the groom during 

his entry.   Her sister in laws where singing songs and mocking the groom. as the borjatri was 



already late hence as soon as the Boron was finished they started with the marriage rituals. The 

first of all the ritual was Subho-drishti. It took place outside the  biye mondop during the 

subhadrarishti as per my informant the groom was asked to cover the face with two beteel 

leaves  the bride was carried on a ply and was rotted around the groom for seven times after 

that my inform ment was asked to slowly remove the leaves from her eyes this was the first 

time the saw each other that day. after that my  informants face was covered with the cloth 

known as ‘lajja bastra’. Both of them where ask to see each others face. is followed by Mala 

Badal. This ritual takes place outside the biye mondop  the exchange of garlands occurs three 

times and the groom was lifted up for joking purpose and my informal was finding it difficult 

to put the garland into his neck. then she was also lifted up by her younger and elder brother so 

that she can put the girl and his neck. After the completion of this ritual they were taken to the 

beer mondop it is a place where the rituals of marriage takes place.  The sampradan of 

my informant was done by her paternal uncle. in the Mandap the first ritual that took place was 

‘gat chora’ in case of this ritual the lose end of the dhoti and the loose end of the saree are tied. 

in case of this ritual my informant and the grooms hand were placed on each others hand and 

over it a cloth was placed and the Purohit was chanting the mantras. after this ritual the next 

ritual was ‘saat paak e badha’  in case of this ritual the Purohit  asked the bride and the  to 

walk  7 times around the Fire. In this ritual mantras were chanted by the Purohit and my inform 

ment said that her  maternal uncle  had to chant a small mantra after  this ritual both the groom 

and the bride where asked to throw khoi in the Fire. the groom  was standing behind my 

informant. both of them together were throwing the Khoi from a kulo Into the fire. After this 

ritual  ‘sindurdan’ had taken place  where my informant and groom were made seated together 

and the mantras were chanted.  After that the groom was asked to take some sindoor in a ring 

and eventually without looking at my informant draw the ring in the ‘sithi’ therefore the middle 

line of the hair. Then the guests were asked to take the dinner which was brinjal fry, potato fry, 

chicken, dahi, misty and chutney. The total cost of this arrangement was around Rs 80000/- 

and nearly 300 people were invited. After the marriage rituals, my informant and her husband 

were asked to be sit in a room, along with her friend and young family members,they were 

gossiping the whole night and were making jokes on each other, this is known as ‘basar raat’. 

In the next morning my informant had performed a ritual known as ‘kanak anjali’, in which the 

bride was asked to throw a handful of rice grains over her head into her mothers ‘aanchal’, this 

ritual signifies the farewell of the bride before leaving for her in laws house. Then they were 

asked to get in the ‘palki’ and leave for the in laws house, all along the way the band party was 

playing and my informant reached the in laws house within 30 mins which is situated in the 



bally village no. 9. They were welcomed in the house by my informants mother in law, with a 

‘boron dala’, which contained rice grains, lamp, durva grass, chandan(pasted sandal wood). A 

small bite of sweet was given to my informant and a sip of water from the glass. Then they 

were asked to sit on the courtyard of the house for a game ritual known as ‘kori khela’ in this 

ritual, my informant will first hide 4 koris (fairy queen) in among the banana tree mondop and 

her husband needs to find them out and until he is able to find them, the ritual will not end. 

Then that night was spend as ‘kaal ratri’, which ment, they cannot see each others face for that 

one day. The next day in the afternoon, my informant was handed over a plate of rice, fish, 

daal, along with a cloth by her husband, this ritual came to be known as ‘bhat kapor er daittyo 

neoya’.  In the evening time, nearly 400 people were invited in the ‘bou bhat’. The 

‘astamongola’ had taken place 8 days after the ‘bou bhat’. My informant had visited her house 

along with her husband and had stated there for 2 days, it was during this time that the 

‘gatchora’ which was tied during the marriage was opened. They enjoyed the stay and visited 

the houses of the elder persons including the family and neighbours and seeked blessings. This 

was how my informant reported to me about her marriage.                           

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                             17.  CASE STUDY ON DEATH 

                                                    Female Prespective 

 

 Name of the informant: Sobita Mondal 

 Age: 34 Years 

 Sex: Female 

 

According to my informant, her mother in law was suffering from blood cancer for 4 years, her 

name was Jhuma mondal. Some of the prominent Symptoms which were visible are Stomach 

ache, loss of appetite, anemia, they first Consulted a doctor in the Canning and their the 

treatment went on for few months, after, that the doctors referred them to Consult with the 

kolkata medical College. According to my Informant, they had to visit Kolkata for treatment, 

and had to stay there for 7-10 days, for every 2 to 3 months. She was given blood every two to 

three months. For the last one month, the doctos gave Up on her and asked her to stay at home. 

My informant informed me that, a local doctor was called just the night before her mother in 

law passed away. The doctor tried to provide all the assistance possible but ultimately, lost all 

hopes at 2:00 Am. According to my informant, all the family members remained hes mother in 

laws present in the room when she passed away. Her mother in law, breathed Very fast from 

12:00 Am to 2:00 Am, which slowly got slow and the last breath was very deep. According to 

my informant, her mother in laws, finally passed away at 5:00 Am in the morning. Her body 

was examined by a local doctor, and the death certificate was issued by the Panchayat, 8-10 

days after hes death. It was informed by my informant that, as soon as her mother in law passed 

away, all the family members were informed, the neighbours were informed too.The Situation 

as described by my informant, was very pathetic, every close family and neighbours were 

emotionally broken. According to my Informant her mother-in-laws nosestrils were blocked 

using cotton. The next thing that was done was her, foots were coloured with 'alta' (red Colon 

liquid) and foot impression were taken on a white paper. At around 10:00 Am in the morning, 

her body was taken out of the house, and placed on a bamboo bed which was decorated with 

flowers. All the younger (younger than the Informants are mother in law) members of the 

family come to touch her feet. At round 10:15 Am, the bed was lifted up (kadh deoya), four 



persons, lifted the bed from the four corners, the four members, included my informants 

husband, husband's younger brother, husband's uncle and a friend  his husband. There were 

many who had followed them to the cremation ground, which included the neighbours, family 

members, my informant as well as her children. When they reached the cremation ground, the 

body was first applied with 'Ghee', turmeric, and sindur and was burnt in woods. Woods was 

laid in and a white cloth, over, which the body was placed and again woods were placed. This 

arrangements were done by the "dooms". The fire on the body, was placed by the elder Son, 

thats my Informants husband. My informant was standing near the Cremation ground. After 

the Cremation, the remains (osthe) were handed over to the family by the dooms.  They returned 

home around 11:30 Am, with the funeral remains, stored in a small ‘kolsi’ on the next day, my 

on returning home, my informant had to cook, 'hobbissi', inside a 'malsa', they had to cook 

items like "Atop chal', 'smashed potatoes'.  They had to eat the food over a banana leaf, with 

‘sandhak salt’(rock salt) and 'ghee'. The next day my informants husband, had gone to Howrah 

to drown the funnel in the ganga ghat  and the my informants husband was asked to wear a 

white cloth (Chit kapor) from that day onwards and my informant was asked to wear a white 

saree from that day, many relatives had visited there hous with garlands and sweets.A  photo 

was prepared of her mother-in-law. Every night, my informant and her husband could have to 

sleep on the floor. An iron key was tied across her husbands neck. The mourning period was 

of 14 days, which included, the ghat rituals on the 12th day, the Shraddha on 13th. day . and 

the 'niyam bhanga' on 14th day, the 'ghat kaaj' rituals were performed in the pond near their 

house and a lot of things were brought from my Informants fathers house (Baper bari) for my 

informant and her husband.  A Purohit's been doing the 'ghat kaaj'. 'Pindi' was offered in the 

name of the my informants mother-in-law, the pindi was made with 'atop chal', 'ripe banana', 

sweets (5 types). The balls were made and kept on a banana leave. After the Completion of the 

ghat kaaj the chit kapor(white cloth) was removed by the informants husband and the napit 

shaved the hair and cut the nails of my informants husband. My informant was asked to cut her 

nails from the napit. Then they took a bath in the pond and returned home. The left over cloth 

was taken by the napit. The Shraddha had Occurred on the 13th day. On the day of the shraddha, 

the purohit was called, a photo of the deceased person was kept. The elder Son had  performed 

the main ritual. 'Harinam' (taking the name of God), was performed in the afternoon. Nearly 

400 people were invited in the sraddho. The 'daan' was done by the family, of the things, which 

included a small bed, chata(umbrella), 'Mosquitonet". On the night of the 'Shraddho' nearly 400 

members were invited and fed and the included, rice', 'daal', 'fish curry'. The to next day was 

'miyom bhonga, it's a day in which the mourning period, comes to an end, then  the family is 



included back in the Society. On the day of the 'niyom bhanga' nearly 200 people were invited 

for lunch, and the invited people, had to Serve the food to my informant and her husband after 

all the guests had finished their lunch. The menu of niyom bhanga was, rice, dal, fish and 

Chicken. It's believed that if they don't eat fish and Chicken on that day then they cannot 

consume it for one year. The next one year after the 'niyam bhanga' was the  'kaal osuajh', in 

this period, my Informant and her husband couldn't attend any social ritual during this period 

as the 'kaal osuajh' is still running as it's only 9 months that her mother in law passed away. 

This was the female perspective of the rituals in case of a death. 

 

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                         17.1 CASE STUDY ON DEATH 

                                                    Male Perspective 

 

 Name of the informant: Bablu Mondal 

 Age: 42 Years 

 Sex: Male 

 

According to my informant, his mother was suffering from blood cancer for 4 years, her name 

was Jhuma mondal. Some of the prominent Symptoms which were visible are Stomach ache, 

loss of appetite, anemia, they first Consulted a doctor in the Canning and their the treatment 

went on for few months, after, that the doctors referred them to Consult with the kolkata 

medical College. According to my Informant, they had to visit Kolkata for treatment, and had 

to stay there for 7-10 days, for every 2 to 3 months. She was given blood every two to three 

months. For the last one month, the doctos gave Up on her and asked his to stay at home. My 

informant informed me that, a local doctor was called just the night before his mother passed 

away. The doctor tried to provide all the assistance possible but Ultimately, lost all hopes at 

2:00 Am. According to my informont, all the family members remained with his mother in the 

room when she passed away. His mother, breathed very fast from 12:00 Am to 2:00 Am, which 

slowly got slow and the last breath was very deep. According to my informant, his mother, 

finally passed away at 5:00Am in the morning. Her body was examined by a local doctor, and 

the death Certificate was issued by the Panchayat, 8-10 days after her death. It was informed 

by my informant that, as soon as his mother passed away, all the family members were 

informed, the neighbours were informed too.The Situation as described by my informant, was 

very pathetic, every close family and neighbours were emotionally broken. According to my 

Informant his mother’s nosestrils were blocked using Cotton. The next thing that was done was 

her, foots were coloured with 'alta' (red Colon liquid) and foot impression were taken on a 

white paper. At around 10:00 Am in the morning, her body was taken out of the house, and 

placed on a bamboo bed which was decorated with flowers. All the younger (younger than the 

Informants are mother in law) members of the family come to touch her feet. At round 10:15 



Am, the bed was lifted up (kadh deoya), four persons, lifted the bed from the four corners, the 

four members, included my informant, younger brother,uncle, and a friend. There were many 

who had followed them to the cremation ground, which included the neighbours, family 

members, friends, his children and wife as well as his father. . When they reached the cremation 

ground, the body was first applied with 'Ghee', turmeric, and sindur and was burnt in woods. 

Woods were laid in and then a white cloth over, which the body was placed and again woods 

were placed. This arrangements were done by the "dooms". The fire on the body, was placed 

by the elder Son, thats my Informant. They returned home around 11:30 Am, with the furenal 

remains, stored in a small ‘kolsi’ on the next day, my on returning home, my informant had to 

cook, 'hobbissi', inside a 'malsa', they had to cook items like "Atop chal', 'smashed potatoes'.  

They had to eat the food over a banana leaf, with ‘sandhak salt’(rock salt) and 'ghee'. The next 

day my informant had gone to Howrah to drown the furenal remains in the ganga ghat  and the 

my informant was asked to wear a white cloth (Chit kapor) from that day onwards, many 

relatives had visited there hous with garlands and sweets.A  photo was prepared of her mother-

in-law. Every night, my informant along with his wife could have to sleep on the floor. An iron 

key was tied across his neck. The mourning period was of 14 days, which included, the ghat 

rituals on the 12th day, the Shraddha on 13th day and the 'niyam bhanga' on 14th day, the 'ghat 

kaaj' rituals were performed in the pond near their house and a lot of things were brought from 

my Informants fathers-in-laws house (sosur bari) for my informant and his wife. A Purohit's 

been doing the 'ghat kaaj'. 'Pindi' was offered in the name of the my informants mother, the 

pindi was made with 'atop chal', 'ripe banana', sweets (5 types). The balls were made and kept 

on a banana leave. After the Completion of the ghat kaaj the chit kapor(white cloth) was 

removed by the informant, and the napit shaved the hair and cut the nails of my informant. The 

left over cloth was taken by the napit. The shraddha had Occurred on the 13th day. On the day 

of the shraddha, the purohit was called, a photo of the deceased person was kept. The elder Son 

had  performed the main rituals hence my informant. . 'Harinam' (taking the name of God), was 

performed in the afternoon. Nearly 400 people were invited in the sraddho. The 'daan' was done 

by the family, of the things, which included a small bed, chata(umbrella), 'Mosquitonet". On 

the night of the 'Shraddho' nearly 400 members were invited and fed and the included, rice', 

'daal', 'fish curry'. The to next day was 'miyom bhonga, it's a day in which the mourning period, 

comes to an end, then  the family is included back in the Society. On the day of the 'niyom 

bhanga' nearly 200 people were invited for lunch, and the invited people, had to Serve the food 

to my informant and his wife, after all the guests had finished their lunch. The menu of niyom 

bhanga was, rice, dal, fish and Chicken. It's believed that if they don't eat fish and Chicken on 



that day then they cannot consume it for one year. The next one year after the 'niyam bhanga' 

was the  'kaal osuajh', in this period, my Informant and his wife couldn't attend any social ritual 

during this period. The 'kaal osuajh' is still running as it's only 9 months that her mother has 

passed away. This was the male perspective of the rituals that were performed and informed to 

be by my informant. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       



                                                 18. DEVELOPMENT 

 

Development include all the changes in the infrastructural, physical as well as other aspect of 

a society that lead to a better lifestyle for the people. It not only indicates the process of 

providing the resources to the people in need of them but also to create the access for them to 

use, control and store them for their future use. On the other hand, the word ‘Welfare’ mainly 

deals with the process of providing some relief to the distressed to get out their situation and it 

is always a temporary and immediate remedy for the distressed but is not a solution of solving 

any issue permanently.  

In this section we have tried to study on some aspects of both the developmental as well as 

welfare schemes adopted in the villages by Government agencies for the betterment of the 

lifestyle of the people living here. 

Here in the following paragraphs some of these programmes are described briefly: 

18.1 Education and literacy 

Education is a major parameter for development of a society. It is found that an educated 

individual is more conscious about his wellbeing and as well as participate for his societies 

development. In the village during fieldwork it has been found that most of the individuals are 

primarily educated, but there are a lot of people who have the access of the higher level of 

education than it. The overall picture of educational scenario of the village is quite good in 

relation to such remote situated hamlets. There is an Anganwardi centre (‘Sishu Aloy’) within 

the island where the children of the village go and take the elementary form of education as 

well as they are given the basic nutritional support from this centre1 pregnant women, 5 

lactating woman, 31 preschool students whose age is 6 month-6 year get all the facilities of 

ICDS. It establishes in the year of 1989 and the in charge of ICDS is Sita Taraftdar Mondal 

and helper is Gita Mondal. 

The village has its own primary school and there are two such schools in this island. The first 

one is named as ‘Purba Satya Narayan Pre-Primary School’, which is on the western side of 

the village and is basically situated at the neighbour settlement but it is used by the villagers as 

it is close to them.  The total number of students is 58. Among them 30 students are male and 

the other 28 are female. There are one female and two male teachers in the school. The name 



of the Teacher in Charge is Kartick Chanda Sahoo.  There another Primary school is also found 

in this village. This Primary school is run by an NGO and people locally called it as the Tiger 

Project school. 

The only high school in this island is ‘Asit Baran High School’. A total number of students is 

145 among them 81 students are girls and 54 students are boys. The school has 5 permanent 

teachers, 2 para-teacher and one non-teaching staff. The school had 14 Madhyamik candidates 

in 2023 and will have 21 Madhyamik candidate in 2024. 

The girls and boys who want to avail better schooling have to go to the next island like Basanti, 

Gosaba for higher education. The nearest college is ‘Sundarban Hazi Desarat College’ situated 

at Pathankali.  

The overall scenario depicted the picture of a good educational set up at least up to higher 

secondary level of study for the villagers. All these schools avail different types of educational 

schemes like, ‘Kanyashree’, ‘Shikhsashree’, ‘Sabuj Sathi’, free school text books, midday 

meal, Dress, Bags, Foot Gears etc. from the Government through their schools. Though some 

of the villagers were of the opinion that the financial conditions of the family still make 

constrains and the lake of awareness about the benefit of the education among the female is a 

problem for less number of female enrolment in all level of the education.  

  

18.2 Health and Family Welfare 

Health is another issue related to the development of a society. A healthy child is able to 

become a responsible citizen in near future. In this village Bally 9 No Sansad Dakshinpara, 

there is a primary health centre, which is situated in the Bally Bazar area. Though as per the 

villagers this set up is a newer one and yet to be functioned in a full capacity. Doctors come 

here one specific dates of the weeks from the Block Primary Health Centre, Gosaba and only 

some nurses are there in the health centre who provide basic health support to the people and 

then they are transferred to the BPHC, Gosaba and if necessary to the Basanti State General 

Hospital or some other Government set up at Kolkata. Few private hospitals located in the 

Canning and Basanti, who provide medical treatment to the people of the area, but not for all 

as they require a lot of money for the treatment. 



In the Bally Bazar area, a private Homeopathic clinic is situated. The name of the doctor is 

Manas Mandal. There are some other such homeopathic medical practitioners who provide 

medical care to the people. Some quack doctors are also there in the village and surroundings. 

People also visits their chambers. According to some of the villagers these quacks are evry 

helpful as they treat them whenever they are in emergency.  

 Some traditional healers like ‘ojha’ are found in the village. One of the renowned ‘ojha’ is 

Prashanto Baba. Mostly the villagers went to the hospital for medical purposes. 

From the study among the people of the village it has been found that they have a good 

knowledge about the family planning and reproductive health of the adolescent girls. When 

they were asked about the use of sanitary napkin they told that most of the young ladies and 

girls have a habit of usisng it, the use of condom is also known to them but they prefer to keep 

it secret as the aged in the village do not like the use of these things.  

The health care practices within the family and community level is also shows a mixed picture 

of awareness and unawareness. They wash their hands and feet after finishing their nature’s 

work, and the practice is become normal during the COVID-19 period. They said that during 

the pandemic situation they maintain all the rules and restrictions of social distancing but as 

their land is isolated so they did not suffer from any such issues. A very few people face health 

issues during that period but they remain at their home isolation and take medicine from the 

local “ASHA Kamree’ and other health practitioners and get well.  

18.3 Media and Communication 

Media plays an important role in the formation of collective conscious among the members of 

society. It has both benevolent and malevolent effects on the mindset of the people. In the 

village use of electronic communicating gadgets (mobile phones) are abundantly observed, 

mostly among the younger section. They use it not only to communicate with others outside 

the village, but also regularly visit different websites and use these knowledge in their private 

life also. It has also been noticed that they create various virtual groups through web media and 

exchange their views among the members.  

Other electronic communication gadgets like radio, dish TV connection are also noticed within 

the village.  



Vehicles like motorbikes, bicycles are heavily used by the villagers to visit nearby markets at 

Bally Bazar and elsewhere within the island and if they want to cross the island to go to other 

islands they use Motor Drawn vessels. 

18.4 Housing and Sanitation 

Housing is a basic need of the people to lead a better life in a given environment.  In the village 

during the study it has been found that the housing pattern varies to a great extent. There are 

several kachcha houses or mud build and some families have concreated house. during the 

study we came to know that the government scheme for rural housing like PMAY of 

Pradhanmantri Ayas Yojna is avail in the local administrative set up, but there is disparity in 

the distribution of the beneficiaries in the area.  Very less number of people get the facility 

here. Most of them built their house of their own. They have a rage against the local Gram 

Panchayat regarding the issue.   

Most of the families in the village have their own toilet situated within their own land area. 

When during the study it was asked to the people whether they avail any governmental support 

to build these toilet, they expressed that some of the villagers have got the fund but that was 

not sufficient and therefore they have to contribute some more to make a good quality toilet for 

their family. It is also found that each of the house has their own pond of different sized for 

their regular use and they prefer these ponds for their bathing, washing purposes. The incidents 

of open defecation were not reported here, but as per the local people when they visit the nearby 

forest area in their boats for fishing they have to done these activities at the open space.    

18.6 Drinking Water and Electricity: 

Fresh drinking water is regarded as one of the basic amenities for proper health of a population. 

The United Nations has emphasized on supply and availability of fresh drinking water for 

everyone. In the village we have noticed that there are some deep tube wells in different part 

of the village, those were constructed by the Local Gram Panchayat under the west Bengal 

disaster management program.  The villagers use the water of these tube wells for their drinking 

purposes.  There in the village we noticed connection of tap water line at various households, 

but these were not functioning. As per the villagers this scheme is yet to functional at the village 

though at the Bally Bazar area this facility is stared to function. The people were of the opinion 

that if the scheme would function in near future they will get good result from it. And the 

scarcity of drinking water will eradicate for ever. 



The village has electric connection in almost every house. The electric power in the area is 

supplied by the WBSEDCL. There are several transformers installed in the village in the 

different part of the village for better connectivity for the households. The villagers also use 

sola power panel of their own for the lighting their homes. The villagers are of the opinion that 

the voltage of the power supply fluctuate in different times of the day and during the monsoon 

the incidents of power cut happens very frequently and some time if remain for couple of days.  

 

18.7 Self-Employment: 

Most of the people of the villages are either dependent on agriculture of fishing occupations. 

There are several people who also work as daily labourer in different other unorganised sectors. 

Some of the villagers have their own boats and they draw them as tourist bout in the season. 

These boats are attached with different tourist agencies situated at Gosaba or Canning. Some 

of the villagers are attached to various hotels and resorts and work as housekeeping staff, cooks 

guide during the peak tourist season, but during the down season they become jobless and then 

they go to the deep forest region with the fishing boat party to earn some money.  

The local government provide jobs under the MGNREGA scheme, but those are also not well 

distributed among the villagers and even they job card holders do not get works regularly. They 

are very much offended in this regards. 

18.8 Civic Awareness And Role Of Panchayat 

The people of the village are very much aware about the role of the local self-government of 

Panchayat as the local member of the gram panchayat is Mr. Subrata Mondal and he reside in 

the village. The office of the Panchayat is also not far away from the village. They visit the 

office regularly for their various purposes, and even they sometime join the local political 

meeting at the village level.  

Though the people were of the opinion that the resources of the gram panchayats never get 

evenly distributed. The relief materials allotted for the needy people do not reach their hand 

and is consumed by the local political leaders and their supporters. The village is an island and 

is situated under the high risk cyclonic hazardous zone where they face at least one cyclone 

each year some of these storms were highest devastating in nature. Therefore, these area always 

require proper monitoring on the situation. The villagers were of the opinion that the local 

Panchayat and the Block administration keep vigil on the weather condition during the 



monsoon season and provide the relief works as and whenever required. There is a cyclone 

shelter centre at the island which is situated near the Bally Bazar area which is used during the 

high tide and heavy rain season. 

 

18.9 Environmental Conservation Of Energy Resources: 

The village remain in the world natural heritage site of largest mangrove forest region.  

Therefore, the people were very much aware about the fact of natural conservation and 

sustainable exploitation. They people collect the leaves and twigs fallen from the mangrove 

forest belt around the island and uses these as fuel in their houses.  The fishing parties visited 

the forest also maintain the rules of the forest protection though there are some who disobey 

the rules but if they get caught by the forest guards have to pay fine for that.  

The villagers also say that they have several encounters with the main attraction of the 

Sundarban, the ‘Royal Bengal Tiger’ in course of their fishing operations. The villagers along 

with the forest department try to preserve the mangrove forest belt in the region as they are 

very much aware about the fact that the mangrove belt will protect these islands from high tides 

and floods.    

18.10 Irrigation, Use Of Fertilisers And Seeds 

The village is as an island in physical nature is well bound by the water in all around.  There is 

a swish gate constructed by the irrigation department in the western side of the island. This 

control the passage of the tidal water of the river ‘Gomti’ in the southern border. There are well 

inter connection among the water cannels situated at different part of the village those supply 

the fresh water for the cultivation during the agricultural season. The main issue in this region 

is the brackish water. This creates issue during the flood condition where the mixing of the 

fresh water received from the rain mixed with the tidal water.  

18.11 Nutrition Programme And Public Distribution System 

The nutritional aspect of the children of the village is well monitored by the local ICDS centre 

situated in the village. The centre keep regular vigil of the health condition of the children, 

pregnant women, lactating mothers and adolescent girls of the area.  

On the other hand, there is a public distribution system at the Bally Bazar that is used by the 

villagers for the collection of their rations on regular basis. As per the information of the 



villagers they receive the free rations during the COVID-19 pandemic period and that scheme 

was continuing till the study of the team. They get rice, wheat packets, sugar from the fare price 

shop. There are mostly BPL families in the villages and therefore get food grains from the fare 

price shops.  Though they were not very much satisfied with the quality of the food grain but 

they had no other ways during the pandemic situation as the options of the regular earning get 

effected.    

 

18.12 Banking Facilities 

The villagers have well access of the modern banking facility at their nearest branch situated 

at the Gosaba Bazar, which is on the other island, but there are some agents at the Bally Bazar 

area who provide them the different services of banks. These Customer Facilitation Centres 

function as the centre for opening new Bank Savings Accounts, transaction like credit and debit 

from the accounts etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                   19. POLITICAL ORGANISATION 

 

Political organization consists different mechanisms and institutions meant for the controlling 

of the behaviour of the individuals in a society. Each and every society on its own mechanisms 

and functionaries for the purpose. These may differ from community to community but their 

presence is a universals of the culture. Here among the villagers of Bally 9 No. sansad dakshin 

para we tried to collect data on their traditional form of political system as well as changes in 

the aspect of the social organization.  

19.1 Traditional Political organisation 

There is no such institutionalised traditional political system among the villagers of the village, 

when they were asked about the process they follow for the resolution of any disputes among 

the villagers, they said that basically the villagers themselves sit together in such situations and 

try to resolve the issues. The issues include quarrel among the siblings or brothers, two 

neighbours or two villagers regarding different related issues like, distribution of their family 

property, common plot of land or the boundary of adjacent land or any other issues respectively. 

In case of dispute in distribution of property the local elders and relatives sit together and try 

to divide all the movable and immovable properties among the offspring in equal way, but now 

a day’s people do not rely on this type of division rather they go to the Panchayat or formal 

judiciary for the resolution of property disputes. Anybody in the village if perform any 

mischievous behaviour, the person is scolded by the other elders and respectable members but 

they can give them any formal punishment as they were of the opinion that for this purpose 

there is the government and legal system and it is beyond their control.    

For any type of theft, the local people depend on the police and the suspect is handed over to 

the police. As the village is very small and most of the inhabitants are somehow related to each 

other in terms of any type of relationships, therefore major types of crimes are very uncommon 

and therefore they do not need to create their own mechanism for resolving that. On the other 

hand, the people have great faith on the modern institutionalised political, bureaucratic and 

judicial system of the country. 

 

 



19.2 Modern Political System 

The modern political system of the village shows the three tier panchayat raj system in full 

phase. The system has three tiers as its constitution and these are: 

19.2.1 Gram Panchayat 

 It is the lower most tier of the system and it control the all political as well as development 

and welfare activities within the village.  The village is situated under the Bally 2 Gram 

Panchayat and the proper constituency of the village is Sansad No. 9 of the Gram Panchayat. 

the Panchayat Pradhan of Bally-II GP is Mr. Subrata Mandal and the Upa-Pradhan of The 

Panchayat is Saradini Barkandaj.  both of them are from the Reserved Category as the seats are 

reserved for Scheduled Castes. The Panchayat not only plays a vital role in execution of 

different developmental as well as welfare programmes, but it also has a strong control over 

the village. The villagers go to the Panchayat for any type of problem or disputes within the 

village. The panchayat also arranges various informal resolution meeting at the village level 

along with the local members and other villagers to find a suitable solution for any disputes.  

19.2.3 Panchayat Samity 

This is the second and middle tier of the three tier Panchaayt System. Here the studied village 

is under the jurisdiction of the Gosaba Panchayat Samity. The Head quarter of the Panchayat 

Samity is situated at the Gosaba Island and there are three Panchayat Samity Constituencies 

from the Gram Panchayat. The Sabhapati of the Panchayat Samity is Mr. Achin Kumar Paik  

and he is also from a reserved category as the post I reserved for the Scheduled Caste. The 

Panchayat Samity acts as the mediator between the Zilla Parisad and the Gram Panchayat and 

also have some control over the village through imposing different taxes, levies, tolls etc as 

well as provides different types of licences for the boat service, business etc. the Panchayat 

Samity also acts as an executive organization for different developmental and welfare schemes 

implemented in the area and also monitors their progress.  

19.2.4 Zilla Parisad  

It is the highest level of Panchayat System structure.  The Village is under the South 24 

parganas Zilla Parisad. There are single ZP constituency from the Gram Panchayat and the 

village is under this constituency. The Sabhadipati of the Zilla Parishad is Mrs. Samima Sk. 

The Zilla Parisad is the apex body of the three tier Panchayat system and it acts as the nodal 



body for different state as well as central sponsored programmes run in the districts. The 

developmental and welfare schemes in the village are direct control and supervision of the Zilla 

Parisad through the Gosaba Panchayat Samity.  

The Police Administration of the village falls under the supervision of the Gosaba Police 

Station situated at Gosaba Island and all the criminal proceedings are executed and advocated 

by this Police station.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 20. CONCLUSION 

 

Our fieldwork of social anthropology, was conducted in the Bally village 2 of Gosaba block, 

in South 24 Parganas. It was counducted between 20.03.2023 to 1.04.2023. The village is 

located adjacent to the Gomoti river. The main methods, which we had used in the course of 

our fieldwork are Case study method, Observation, Genealogy and Interview. On reaching our 

camp, we went for walkthrough in the village to establish rappot with the villagers and making 

them aware of our work and how we are going to perform it, we aslo informed them that we 

would need their help in performing the fieldwork. We performed our daily activities as we 

were directed to do by our professors, everyday we had to fair the copy of our fieldnotes and 

update the field diary. 

The name of the village in which we were performing our field work is ‘Bally 9 No. Sansad, 

Dhakshinpara’. The land marked boundary, as described to us by the villagers are directed 

towards the four directions, viz north, south, east and west. 

 North-  Narayan toli canal 

 South- Gomti river 

 East- River Lagoons 

 West- Switch gate 

 

In case of the physical communication the villagers can avail the ferry service from the 

‘Birajmoni ferry ghat’, which is the only ferry ghat of the Bally island, to reach Godhkhali. 

The nearest railway station is canning, which can be reched by taking a bus or shuttel van from 

Godhkhali, from canning the villagers can reach stations like ‘Sonarpur’, ‘Sealdah’ and so on. 

The villagers if needed to travel to other near by island, can avail ferry from the ‘birajmoni 

ferry ghat’. The bally Island is a land lock area, hence the villagers mainly avail transport 

systems like cycle, bike, auto and toto for moving among the village. The print media, generally 

inculdes the newspapers, magazines, books, etc. in case of news paper, no news paper is 

available in the village, but few news papers are available in the ballybazar, which are mainly 

bengali language news papers. The electronic media, generally includes the Tv, radio, phones, 

internet connectivity. In case of the area of our study, few houses have T.v connection, 



predominantly smart phones with internet access is found in the village, in some houses usage 

of radio is still evident its now mainly used by the fishermen community to entertain themselves 

during fishing in the river and to know about the weather. The electric connection in the village 

has been installed 2-2.5 years back. The electric current fluctuation is, also evident in the village 

and during heavy rainfall, load shedding occurs upto 2 to 3 days. Every house hold now has 

been provided with an electric meter, under the WBSEDCL. A primary health facility centre 

is located in the bally bazar area, the villagers when in need of emergency treatment, goes to 

the primary health centre and if the problem is not solvable in the health centre then they go to 

the government hospital is located in the Gosaba. No as such ambulance facility is present in 

the village, in case of emergency, they researve a boat to go to the nearest island and for going 

to the primary health centre, they are dependent on the four wheeler and totos. For availing 

better treatment, the villagers visit the private nursing homes, present in the ‘basanti’ and 

‘Canning’. In the village, we have also found some traditional belief system, in cases of 

treatment of a snake bite, most of the population, rather than going to the primary health centre 

goes to an ‘Ojha’, and according to them it works brilliantly for them. One such name of an 

‘ojha’ is Sarbeswar Mridha. In case of extreme trauma or fear, they are mostly dependent on 

‘Jhaar phoonk’. In the village of our study, there are two schools which are present, among 

them there is one primary and one high school. The name of the primary school is ‘Purba 

satyanarayanpur primary school’, which is upto class 4 (1-4), a total of 58 students are present 

in the school, among which there are 30 male and 28 female students. There are two male and 

one female teacher in the school. The name of the TIC (teacher in charge) of the school is 

‘Kartick chandra Shaoo’. The name of the high school in the village is ‘Asit baran high school’ 

which is upto class 10. A total of 145 students are present in the school out of which 81 girls 

and 64 boys. The school have five permanent teachers and two para teachers and one non 

teaching staff. An ICDS center is also present in the village, located just behind the primary 

school of the village. The number of the ICDS center is 122, which was established in the year 

1989. As per the information provided to us by the working staff currently there is 1 pregnant 

women, 5 lactating women who are served in the center. In total there are 31 students in the 

center with the age group of 2 to 6 years. In case of tourism, it’s booming in the area of our 

study, it has become a place of interest for the foreigners also in the recent times. A government 

jungle nature camp with all modern facility is present in the region, a youth hostel with a large 

campus is also available for the tourists. In recent times, new home stays are being opened by 

the locals one such homestay is ‘bonobibi homestay’. Hence the tourism in the area, is helping 



the locals to boost their economy and add a new dimension to their existing mode of income. 

The peak season when most of the tourists visits the place is from December to January.  

In the village predominantly, neuclear family is seen all throughout, therefore the family 

member includes father, mother living along with there children. The marriage pattern which 

is predominantly evident all through the village is monogamous type of marriage. Therefore 

marrying with one partner at a time. No cases of polygamous marriage is seen. Hence, 

predominantly, monogamous family pattern is seen all throughout the village. The line of 

decendence that is followed predominantly in the village of our study is patrilineal. Its evident 

from the fact that the property is inherited through male line, therefore after the death of the 

father his children inherits the property. Hence from all this its evident that the decendence 

pattern followed  in the village is patrilineal in nature. Predominantly it is found that in the 

village the marriage occurs among the same clan. Hence we can say that endogamous marriage 

is seen predominantly among the village. Now days, the young individuals sometimes choose 

their own partner by their own choice, hence all the time the clans may not be the same , hence 

few families are now supporting the exogamous type of marriage in the village. The following 

are the clans which we have mainly found in the village, ‘Aliman’, ‘Kashyap’ , ‘Bharadwaj’. 

In this village, predominantly its found that the marriage occurs among the same caste. Hence 

we can say that endogamy is seen predominantly among the village families. Now days, young 

individuals sometimes choose their own partern hence every time its not been possible to marry 

withing the same caste now days, so now days few families are supporting the exogamy in the 

village.The predominant caste, which is found in the village is ‘Poundrakshatriya’. During our 

study in that area, we have come across the following economic pursuits which helps the 

villagers in their subsistance.  

The predominant form of economic pursits found in the village are as follows:- 

 Agriculture 

 Fishing 

 Tourism 

 Agricultural labourer 

 Animal husbandary 

 Business (Grocery shops) 



In the village, we find other forms of economies, like collection of forest produce and honey 

collection. The honey collection is purely a seasonal economy.  

Primarily, the agriculture is main economy which acts as an subsistance to the villagers, 

togeather with agriculture, fishing also has an almost equal share in terms of providing 

subsistance to the villagers. The tourism in the village is bomming and will grow more in the 

near future, many new homestays and resorts are now being opened by the vilagers to meet 

with the tourism demand. The village also has some small scale grocery shops, which generally 

has products of day to day usage. The type of kinship terminology that is seen in the village is 

descriptive type. In the village families, its seen that the individuals address their kins by their 

term of reference. Here are some of the common names with term of address and term of 

reference. 

The village is not remote, it is well exposed to the outsiders, in terms of tourism. We had came 

to know that few researchers had already stayed in the village to conduct their work. The village 

is not too modern, neither its too backdated, as many houses have T.V connections, 

smartphones and they are well accoustomed with those. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    21.  APPENDIX 

 

21.1 Journey To The Camp 

I started my journey towards the field camp at around 5:40 Am in the morning on 20.03.23, by 

boarding the bandel-howrah local from Bhadreswar, in hooghly district of West Bengal. The 

train reached Howrah at around 6;45 Am in the morning. Then I booked a cab/taxi from howrah 

at 7:00Am for towards Sealdah railway station.I reached sealdah at around 7:30 Am where I 

met with my friends, sir and maam, we all gathered in the sout section of the Sealdah railway 

station. Then we boarded the sealdah-canning local at 8:28Am from the platform number 17. 

Our train departed at 8:30Am and reached canning at around 9:50 Am. It was raining when we 

got down from the train, we surpassed the crowded market and waited near the bidhayak 

karjalaya for few minuites, after which our pre-booked car came to pick us up from canning 

railway station. We set out for towards the godkhali ferry ghat at around 10:10Am. We reached 

the Godkhali ferry ghat at 11:30Am in the morning. We boarded the ferry at around 11:45 Am 

and one by one we crossed the  Vidyadhari river, durgadwari and gomti river to reach the 

private ferry ghat of the bally youth hostle, at around 12:30 Pm. We then entered our field camp 

around 12:45 pm. The camp was situated just adjacent to the area of our study, which is bally 

no. 2 village. The field work of our social cultural anthropology was schedule between 

20.03.2023 to 1.04.2023. 

 

21.2 First Day Experience At Village 

I reached at the camo at 12:45 pm in the afternoon, after which, I got freshened up and took 

mu lunch at around 2:15pm and then I took some rest. Then I set out for my first village 

walkthrough for rappot establisment with the villagers at around 3:30pm in the afternoon. The 

village is situated at the bank of river Gomoti. The name of the village is Bally 2 sansad No. 9. 

The main physical communication sysytem of the village is a mixture of concrete and kuchha 

road, connecting all through the village. The houses in the village are situated at one side of 

the road in a linear dispersed way. The houses are combination of bricked as well as mud 

house.We were divided into seven groups with two individuals in each group for establishment 

of rappot with the villagers. When we visited the houses, we found that almost all the houses 

had their own ponds, where they practice fishery. Almost all the houses have domesticated 



ducks, hens, and goats. I along with my friend had vsited about 9 families on the first day. I 

along with my friend had visited about 9 families with whom we had established rappot. Some 

of the individuals with whom we made a good communication were Mritunjoy Mondal, 

Haridas Mondal and Joykrishna krityana Mondal. We came to know about there primary 

occupation which was agriculture and came to know that some of the villegers are also involved 

into fishing and businesses. We also noticed a primary and a secondary school along with an 

ICDS center in the village. This was my first day experience at the village during our fieldwork. 

 

                                        21.3  DAILY FIELD ACTIVITIES 

Date- 20/03/2023 
Time  Activity 
03:00 am  Woke up  
05:50 am  Left home 
06:45 am  Reached Horah station  
08s:00 am  Boarded Canning local train from Sealdah 
08:30 am  Train left the station 
09:45 am Got off at Canning  
10:00 am  Boarded Magic Van to Gadkhali  
11:30 am  Boarded the ferry to Bally island  
12:45 pm Reached Bally island  
13:00 pm Settled into our rooms and freshened up 
13:35 pm Had lunch 
14:40 pm Took some rest before the first field visit 
15:30 pm  Left camp to go to the field  
15:45 pm  Scoped out the village and started rapport 

building  
17:45 pm Returned from field  
18:00 pm Freshened up 
18:35 pm  Had tea and snacks 
19:30 pm  Attended class during which we received 

instructions for the next day's work in the field  
21:00 pm  Returned to the room and started writing our 

journey to the camp, first day experience and 
field logbook 

22:00 pm  Went down for dinner 
22:30 pm  Got back to our rooms and continued writing 

journey to the camp, first day experience and 
field logbook 

23:30 am  Going to bed after completion of field logbook  
 

Date- 21/03/2023 
Time  Activity  
7:00 am  Woke up 
08:15 am  Submitted previous day's field logbook, received 

instructions and our pair assignations for the day 



09:00 am Left camp to go to the field  
09:15 am  Started census data collection along with data 

collection for the general description of the 
village  

12:30 pm Returned to the camp after data collection  
13:00 pm  Freshened up, took some rest and had lunch 
14:00 pm  Sat down with the rest of my class to discuss, 

compare and collate the data for the general 
description of the village  

16:00 pm  Took a walk around camp and took some leisure 
time  

18:30 pm  Went down to have snacks and meet up with our 
professors 

19:30 pm  Attended a class with our professors to debrief 
the day's work and received instructions for 
writing the field report and for future work to be 
done 

22:30 pm  Returned to our rooms after dinner and started 
writing the Village description and the field 
logbook 

1:10 am Going to bed after completing field logbook 
 

Date- 22/03/2023 
Time  Activity  
07:15 am  Woke up  
08:00 am  Submitted the previous day's work and 

discussed the day's strategy with classmates and 
professors over breakfast 

09:00 am  Left camp to go to the field 
09:15 am  Reached informant's house and started collecting 

data on material culture, including drawing the 
house plan 

10:00 am  Collected further data on material culture, some 
general description, etc.  

12:40 pm  Returned to camp, freshened up and had lunch 
13:30 pm  Went through all the data collected that day 
15: 30 pm  Went out to collect census data from another 

portion of the selected study area 
18:30 pm Returned to camp, freshened up and had 

refreshments  
20:00 pm  Attended a class and received instructions for 

the next day's work.  
22:40 pm  Returned to our rooms after dinner and started 

writing the report on material culture 
02:00 am  Going to bed after completing field logbook and 

the day's report 
 

Date- 23/03/2023 

Time Activity 

07:40 am  Woke up 



09:50 am  Submitted the previous day's work and left camp 
to go to the field 

10:10 am  Started collecting data on economic activities 
such as agriculture, fishing, daily wage labour, 
etc.  

12:00 noon  Returned to camp, freshened up and started 
going through the day's collected data 

15:00 pm Started working on the case study on agriculture 

20:00 pm Attended a class and received instructions for 
the next day's data collection after some 
refreshments 

01:30 am Going to bed after completing the field log book 

 

Date- 24/3/2023 

Time Activity 

07:40 am Woke up 

09.30 am Submitted the previous day's work and left camp 
for field 

09:40 am  Started collecting data on social organisation 

14:10 pm  Returned to camp, had lunch, freshened up and 
took rest 

16:30 pm  Started writing the day's report and genealogy 

19:25 pm Attended a class and received instructions for 
the next day's work after refreshments 

22:00 pm Continued writing the day's report and 
genealogy 

02:30 am Going to bed after completion of field logbook 

 

Date- 25/03/2023 

Time  Activity 

08.30 am  Woke up  

09.30 am  Got ready for the day and went down for 
breakfast 

10.00 am  After submitting the previous day's work, left 
for the field 



10.20 am  Started collecting data for the case study on 
Marriage 

12:00 noon Returned to camp after data collection 

12.30 am  Freshened up and started taking notes from the 
voice recordings taken during data collection 
(recorded after taking verbal consent of the 
informants) 

14.50 pm Had lunch and left for fieldwork 

15.00 pm Split into two groups and started the layout of 
the studied area 

19.30 pm  Returned to camp and freshened up 

20.00 pm  Finished taking notes from the voice recordings  

21.30 pm  Went down for dinner and dinner and received 
some instructions from our professors and 
completed writing the field logbook 

22.15 pm  Started writing the case study 

2.30 am Went to bed after completing the case study 

 

Date- 26/03/2023 

Time Activity  

08.00 am  Woke up and got ready 

09.00 am Went down for breakfast and received 
instructions for the day where we were 
exempted from going to the field but were 
assigned other work, i.e., census enumeration 
and analysis 

11.50 am  Returned to our rooms and started working on 
the census enumeration 

13.00 pm Went down for lunch, returned to our rooms and 
took some rest 

15.30 pm  Started working on the census enumeration 
again 

19.00 pm  Went down for refreshments, returned to our 
rooms and started correcting errors in the census 
enumeration 

21.30 pm  Went down for dinner 

22.30 pm  Started writing the pending case study 



02.00 pm  Going to bed after completion of field logbook 

 

Date- 27/03/2023 

Time Activity 

08.15 am  Woke up and got ready for the day 

09.00 am Went down for breakfast and received 
instructions for the day where we were given 
general guidelines for the data collection of the 
case study on death 

10.00 am  Left for the field to collect data for the case 
study on death 

10.20 am  Started collecting data 

12.30 pm  Returned from the field and freshened up  

14.00 pm  Had lunch and took some rest 

16.00 pm  Started taking notes from the voice recordings 
recorded during data collection (recorded after 
receiving verbal consent from informants)  

19.00 pm  Went down for refreshments and received 
instructions for the next day 

20.15 pm  Finished taking notes from the voice recordings 
of data collected  

21.45 pm  Went down for dinner 

10.50 pm  Returned to our rooms and started writing the 
case studies 

02.30 am Going to bed after completion of the field 
logbook and case studies 

 

Date- 28/03/2023 

Time Activity 

08.15 am Woke up and got ready  

09.45 am  Breakfast and submission of previous day's 
work 

10.15 am  Left for field 

10.30 am  Started collecting data for the case study on 
birth 

12.30 am  Returned from field 



12.40 am  Freshened up and had lunch 

14.10 pm Returned to room and started going through 
collected data 

15.40 pm  Took some rest 

18.30 pm  Went down for snacks and received instructions 
for the next day's data collection for the case 
studies on childhood and adolescence  

20.10 pm Continued going through collected data 

22.15 pm  Went down for dinner 

23.00 pm Returned to room and started writing case study 

03.00 am  Going to bed after completing field diary and 
case study 

 

Date- 29/03/2023 

Time Activity 

08.30 am Woke up 

09.30 am  Freshened up and went down for breakfast 

10.10 am Submitted previous day's work and left for the 
field 

10.25 am  Started collecting data on childhood and 
adolescence 

11.30 am Collected some data on previous days' topics to 
fill the gaps in the reports 

12.45 am  Returned to camp and freshened up 

13.35 pm  Had lunch and took some rest 

16.00 pm  Left to go to Bally Bazar 

17.00 pm  Reached Bally Bazar, observed the marketplace, 
did some shopping and had some snacks 

19.00 pm  Started walking back to camp 

19.45 pm  Sat at the fuck opposite the camp 

20.15 pm  Returned to our rooms at camp and freshened up 

20.45 pm  Started going through the day's collected data 

22.00 pm Went down for dinner 



23.30 pm  Started working on writing the case studies and 
field logbook 

03.00 am  Going to bed after the completion of the day's 
reports 

 

 

DATE: 30.03.2023 

TIME             ACTIVITY 

8:00 Am Woke up. 

9:30 Am Took Breakfast. 

11:00 Am Started finishing all the pending works of report writing. 

1:00 Pm Finished all pending work. 

1:30 Pm Took lunch. 

4:30 Pm Went to the village for the final visit and thanking them for their support and                  

saying then goodbye. 

6:30 Pm Returned to the camp. 

7:30 Pm Went to an invitation of San kirtan to an informant’s house. 

9:00 Pm Returned to the camp and freshened up 

11:00 Pm Going to bed after completion of field diary 

. 

DATE: 31.03.2023 

TIME              ACTIVITY 

9:00 Am Woke up. 

9:30 Am Took Breakfast. 

1:30 Pm Finished rectifying all the corrections in the case study. 

2:00 Pm Had lunch. 

5:00 Pm Went to the bazar for buying items for evening function and camp fire. 

7:30 Pm Returned to the camp. 

8:00 Pm A function was organised including all students by Kartick Chakraborty Sir 

and Soumita Biswas Ma’am. 

9:00 Pm Camp fire took place. 

10:00 Pm Took dinner. 

11:30 Pm Going to bed after completion of field diary. 



 

21.4 Last Day’s Experience In The Village 

Over the past few days, I have had the privilege of immersing myself in the idyllic beauty and 

warm embrace of Bally village. My last day in Bally village was a blend of joy, appreciation, 

and heartfelt farewells. The kindness, warmth, and simplicity of the villagers have left an 

indelible mark on my heart. I am grateful for the connections I have forged and the memories 

I will forever cherish. This experience has taught me the value of community, gratitude, and 

the beauty of embracing a slower pace of life. As I leave the village behind, I carry with me a 

newfound appreciation for the richness of human connections. In the evening time, we were 

invited by a family in a Kirtan for the dinner and we had happily gathered there and spend a 

joyful time with the villagers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 1.04.2023 

TIME             ACTIVITY 

8:30 Am Woke up. 

9:30 Am Took Breakfast. 

10:00 Pm Packed my bag. 

11:30 Am Went for lunch. 

12:00 noon Took lunch 

12:45 Pm Left the camp and Setout towards home. Launch started towards Godkhali 

2:00 Pm Reached Godkhali ghat. 

2:10 Pm Magic Van started for canning station. 

3:15 Pm Reached canning station. 

3:45 Pm Train departed towards Sealdah. 

5:05 Pm Reached Sealdah 

7:00 Pm Came back home and the field work came to an end. 
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                                                   Figure 1 Our full group with professors. 

Figure 2 Taking census data from a local 



 

 

  

Figure 3 picture taken while taking house type Figure 3 Picture taken while collecting case on birth 

Figure 5 ICDS Figure 6 Collecting data from ICDS 

Figure 7 Purba Satyanarayanpur primary school Figure 8 Village Road 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 9 Karai Figure 10 Sickle 

Figure 11 KP Jaal 
Figure 12 Hoe (Kodal) 

Figure 13 Athola 
Figure 14 Sil-Nora 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15 Harvesting machine Figure 16 Axe(kurul) 

Figure 17 File Figure 18 Hamil-dista 

Figure 19 Khonjuni Figure 20 jaati 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21 Kasar Figure 22Tube well 

Figure 23 Transformer 

Figure 24 Bally 'Haat' 

Figure 25 Dish connection 
Figure 26 Pukka Toilet (Govt. Scheme) 

















































































































































































































Academic year 2022-23 

 

 

 

 

 

Excursion at Lava AJCBASE IBC,Sibpur, Howrah, West Bengal (03.03.2023-1 day) 

 

 



Academic year 2022-23 

 

 

 Excursion at Manas National Parks and Shilong  (05.04.2023 to  12.04.2023 -8 days) 



Memo No. 

Government of West Bengal 

Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700 091 
Education Directorate 

Dr. Somdatta Das, Associate Professor and Shewli Shabnam, Assistant Professor are 

permitted to undertake an educational excursion / field training in Geography of 29 (Twenty Nine) 

students of B. Sc. 5th Semester department of Bidhannagar College, Kolkata and visit Baranti, 

Purulia District and its / their adjacent areas. The party will leave / left Headquarters on 

01.11.2022 and will return/returned to Headquarters on 04.11.2022. 

Memo No. 

As the prolonged half, exceeding 10 days for the excursion / field training in question, will 

be / was necessary in the interest of Public Service, the aforesaid staff are exempted from the 

operation of Rule 73 of the W.B.S.R. Part- II and are permitted to draw travelling allowances as 

admissible under the Rules and daily allowance for a continuous half of more than 10 days at full 

rates. The aforesaid staff accompanying the excursion party will draw Travelling Allowances and 

other allowances as admissible under the Rules. 

Travelling Allowances and Daily Allowances @ Rs. (as admissible) each in favour of Dr. 

Somdatta Das and Shewli Shabnam may be drawn as per Rules subject to future adjustment. The 

expenditure will be met from the Current Year's allotment under the Head TRAVELLING 

ALLOWANCES' placed at the disposal of the Principal/ the Officer-in-Charge, Bidhannagar College, 

Kolkata. 

321 

Date 

The Accountant General (A&E), West Bengal and the Treasury Officer, Bidhannagar, has 

been informed. 

/1(3)-A 

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to: 

Sd/- Dr. M. Manna 
for Director of Public Instruction, 

West Bengal 

Date 19/04/po2 2 

1. The Accountant General (A&E), West Bengal, Treasury Buildings, Kolkata-700 001. 

2. The Treasury Officer, Bidhannagar, Administrative Building, Kolkata-700 091. 

3. The Principal/ the Officer-in-Charge, Bidhannagar College, Kolkata with reference to his / 

her Memo No. Nil dated 27.08.2022. 

for Director of Public Instruction, 
West Bengal 



kej. 

To 

BIDHANNAGAR COLLEGE 

The Director of Public Instructions 
Department of Higher Education 
Govermment of West Bengal 

Govt. of West Bengai 
Department of Gcography 

Bikash Bhavan, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700091 

Respected Madam 

Sub: Seeking permission to leave station and allow T.A. & DA. in connection with 
compuisory field excursion in Geography for B.Se. 5th Semester students 

Thanking you 
Yours sincerely 

S omdatta da 

(Somdatta Das) 

This is to inform you that the B.Sc. 5th Semester students of the Departmnent of Geography, 
Bidhannagar College are going to visit Baranti and its surroundings ofPurulia district for Field 
Study for the partial fulfilment of course curiculum. The journey will tentatively commence 
on 01.11.2022 and complete on 04.11. 2022. The students will be accompanied and supervised 
by Dr. Somdatta Das, Associate Professor and Smt. Shewli Shabnam, Assistant Professor of 
the Department of Geography. 

Associate Professor 

Date...21.:.9.... 

Therefore, I will be obliged ifyou kindly grant permission to the above-mentioned persons to 
leave the station and draw D.A. & T.A. as per rules. 

o&. 22 

Forwarded 

Department of Geography 
Bidhannagar College 

Principal 
Bidhannagár College 



LIST OF STUDENTS FOR FIELD TRIP TO BARANTI, PURULIA DISTRICT 
SL 

NO. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

29 

NAME 

ANKIT JYOTI 

SUBHA MONDAL 

DIPRAJ DUTTA 

SUDIP MONDAL 

PALASH LOCHAN MAHANA 

DEEP MAZUMDER 

SUBHRAJIT GAIN 
SREESH KUMAR DAS 

SHILAJIT DAS 

SUJIT SARDAR 

JIT BASAK 

TIRTHARAJ SARKAR 
AKASHDEEP SARKAR 

SAMRAT KARMAKAR 
BISWAJIT DAS 

DEBRAJ BAKSHI 
SAYAK ROY 

TITLI NANDI 
MANISHA DEY 

ADITI MAJUMDER 
PRACHI SAHA 

SAHELI GHOSH 

SHREYA SAHA 
SHARMI KUNDU 
POUSHALI PARUI 

ISHIKA PAUL 
SREELEKHA MANNA 

ANNESHA RUDRA 
MIHIKA MUKHERJEE 

SEX 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F. 

F 

F 

F 

AGE 

20 

21 

21 

20 

21 

19 

22 

19 

21 

19 

19 

20 

20 

20 

19 

19 

21 

20 

21 

21 

21 

19 

20 

21 

20 
19 

20 

19 

19 



Ref. 

BIDHANNAGAR COLLEGE 

2 

3 

4 

5 

This is to certify that the following students have successfully completed their field reports entitled 

"A Geographical Study of Muraddi Village, Purulia" under the supervision of Dr Somdatta Das 
and Dr Shewli Shabnam. The report is prepared as partial fulfillment of B.Sc. Honours Semester 

V Examination, 2022-23 according to the syllabus prescribed by the West Bengal State University 

for Geography Practical (Paper GEOACORI 1P). 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Govt. of West Bengal 
Department of Geography 

18 

COLLE W.s 

Sali 

List of Students 

Ankit Jyoti 
Subha Mondal 

Dipraj Dutta 

Sudip Mondal 
Palash Lochan Mahana 

Deep Mazumder 

Subhrajit Gain 
Sreesh Kumar das 

Shilajit Das 

Sujit Sardar 

Jit Basak 

Tirtharaj Sarkar 

Akashdeep Sarkar 
Samrat Karmakar 

Biswajit Das 
Debraj Bakshi 

Sayak Roy 

Date...s...Z...34... 

Titli Nandi 

Lake 



Ref. 

BIDHANNAGAR COLLEGE 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

Atested 

Govt. of West Bengal 
Departmept-of Qeography 

Officer in Charge 
Bidhannagar College, Kolkata 

ANAGAR COLLE 
BHA Go W .8 

Estd.-1984/ 

Salt Lak 

Manisha Dey 
Aditi Majumder 

Prachi Saha 
Saheli Ghosh 

Shreya Saha 
Sharmi Kundu 

Poushali Parui 

Ishika Paul 

Sreelekha Manna 
Annesa Rudra 

Mihika Mukherjee 

Date...5..7...34....... 

Head 

Department of Geography 

Bidhannagar College 
Head 

& Associate Prof. 

Department of Geography 
Bidhannagar College 
Govt. of West Bengal 




















































































































































































































































